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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 With the start of a new year, we say 

good-bye (at least from a professional 

standpoint) to a loyal and beloved staff 

member and hello to a new (and yet not so 

new from a personal standpoint) employee 

of St. Paul.  Terry Fouts, our parish coordi-

nator these past seven years, retires offi-

cially on February 1, but his last work day is 

Thursday, January 30.  During his tenure at 

St. Paul, Terry has functioned superbly as 

the point person for all (members, users of 

our facility, vendors, tradesmen) who have 

need to interact with the congregation.  

Personally and professionally, he has been 

both friend and confidante to me as he has 

shared his knowledge of people and rela-

tionships, helping me “get on board” 

quickly in my role as mission redeveloper.  

Terry’s presence will be sorely missed by 

those who’ve valued his cheerful, welcom-

ing demeanor and willingness to go be-

yond the bare bones of his job description 

to perform those plethora of “other duties 

assigned by the pastor and congregational 

council.”  Terry hopes to expand his volun-

teer commitments in retirement and spend 

From the Pastor 



more time with his wife, Ivy, along with 

continuing as an active member of church 

council and our redevelopment team.  We 

wish him God’s richest blessings in this 

next stage of life. 

 Concurrently, I want to welcome 

Leanna Wickline as our new parish admin-

istrator starting February 1.  Her job de-

scription is an amalgamation of Terry’s par-

ish coordinator role and that of parish sec-

retary which has to do with the production 

of our publications (bulletins, newsletters) 

as well as oversight of our social media 

outlets (webpage, Facebook page). Leanna 

brings a wealth of experience and gifted-

ness to the position, as she has worked for 

 
eight years as the parish administrator at 

Grace Lutheran Church in Macungie.  She 

holds both a BA (major in psychology and 

art therapy, minor in religious studies) and 

an MA in art therapy.  Her talent in graphic 

arts was very evident in the invitations she 

designed for our Advent Family Event this 

past December.  Leanna and her husband, 

Dan, are recent new members and live just 

across the street on Aspen Heights Lane.  

Please give her your prayers and full sup-

port as she assumes this challenging and 

critical role in the life of our congregation. 

 Your pastor and friend, 

      

 Carl W. Filer 

A Letter from the Parish Coordinator 

Happy belated New Year!  I want to take 

this opportunity to thank all of you for the 

support you have given me these past sev-

en (7) years as your Parish Coordinator. 

I have been blessed in so many ways by 

you the congregation. When help was 

needed you stepped up whether it be light 

the altar candles, fill in as an usher, step up 

to be communion assistant, or take on roll 

as lector. 

Thank you, Property Committee members, 

for shoveling the walk, changing light 

bulbs, decorating the church at Christmas 

and Easter. 

It is said that when God closes one (time to 

retire) door he opens another. I know God 

has a plan for me and I am looking forward 

to that plan.  

I pray that God continues to 

bless this church “we are 

blessed”, and all of you will 

work with  and support your new Parish 

Administrator with the same enthusiasm 

that you gave me. 

God bless, 

Terry 

 

A Joke 

Friend: Say, Pastor, how is it that you’re so 

thin and gaunt while     your horse is so fat 

and sleek? 

Pastor: Because I feed the horse and the 

congregation feeds me. 

Balbour Publishing 



Council Corner 

Happy New Year!  Yes, I realize I’m proba-

bly the last person who will wish you a 

healthy, spiritually fulfilling, and prosper-

ous 2020, but I did want to include my 

greetings to you as we continue our Janu-

ary walk through the winter season.  After 

a mild December and safe travel during the 

holidays, we find winter all around us—

with plenty of low temperatures, ice, and 

snow.  It’s all part of living in the Poconos 

and celebrating each day that God has giv-

en us.  (Of course, that optimistic attitude 

does change slightly if or when we are 

faced with an extended power outage.  So 

far, so good.) 

January has been a busy month for the 

Congregational Council.  Prior to the Ad-

vent season, our long-time Parish Coordi-

nator, Terry Fouts, informed us that he 

would be retiring at the end of January 

2020.  In a church with a large support 

staff, one retirement wouldn’t have too 

much impact on the daily operation of the 

facility.  However, here at St. Paul, our staff 

is small and Terry is the “go to” person for 

many issues.  For example, where are the 

electrical panels for the building?  How 

does the security alarm system function?  

Where are the shut-off valves for the 

plumbing for various sections of the build-

ing?  Who are the worship assistants for 

next week’s worship service?  What’s the 

best available price for commercial elec-

tricity for a church of our size?  I could easi-

ly fill the rest of this page and the next with 

questions that illustrate Terry’s knowledge 

of St. Paul, but I think you get the point: for 

the past seven years Terry has provided St. 

Paul with excellent facilities coordination, 

strong leadership by example, and cheer-

ful, courteous interaction—even when 

problems arise.  Fortunately for all of us, 

Terry will continue to be active at St. Paul 

and will worship with us regularly; he just 

won’t have to show up at 7:00 am on Sun-

day to make sure all is ready for the ser-

vice.  Terry, on behalf of the entire mem-

bership of St. Paul, including the Congre-

gational Council, thank you for your years 

of dedicated service and your true love of 

this church!    

Terry Fouts’ impending retirement prompt-

ed the Personnel Committee to meet twice 

for the purpose of resolving the coordina-

tor vacancy.  The committee reviewed the 

related job descriptions (parish coordinator 

and secretary) and recommended that the 

two positions be combined to form a new 

position (Parish Administrator) with re-

sponsibilities from both former positions.  

The hours for this new position will be ap-

proximately 20-24 hours per week, with 

adjustments made as needed following re-

view and discussion with the Personnel 

Committee.  At the January 16 Council 

meeting, the Council approved the new 



position and offered it to Leanna Wickline, 

who served for eight years in a similar ca-

pacity at her former church in the Lehigh 

Valley.  Two themes became clear during 

this employment transition: 1) We are no 

longer a large church and must adjust our 

expectations to our present size, and 2) We 

need the continued support of our church 

volunteers in all areas in order to keep our 

programs running smoothly. 

 

Finally, by the time you read this column, 

Council will have met with Pastor Niels 

Nielsen (Dean of the Pocono Mission Dis-

trict and Associate to Bishop Zeiser) to in-

troduce the Call Process to St. Paul.  Pastor 

Nielsen will provide the necessary paper-

work to begin the Council’s work, and the 

Council will complete a Mission Site Profile 

(survey) with the congregation during a 

worship service in February.  Shortly after 

that, the Council will seek volunteers for a 

Call Committee to guide the selection of a 

new pastor.  Pastor Filer will continue to 

work with us through June 30, and at that 

time we will return to a weekly supply pas-

tor.  As I have stated in previous Council 

Corner columns, the sooner we join the 

line of congregations in transition, the 

sooner we will be able to resolve our va-

cancy with a full or part-time pastor.  As of 

this writing approximately 10% of the syn-

od’s 268 churches are in transition, that is, 

seeking permanent pastoral leadership. 

Should you have any questions or concerns 

regarding this month’s report, please 

speak with me, Pastor Filer or any Council 

member. 

 

Bill Below 

Council President 

Council Corner (continued) 

The St. Paul sewing group consists 
of 6 members. We meet the first and third  
Tuesday’s from 10-2. We are small and 
mighty. Since last fall we have made 35  fall 
outfits, either jumpers or shorts and pants 
with matching tops. In the winter we have 
given away 46 pairs of pajama bottoms and 
we buy tee shirts  that match. We have giv-
en to the Canadensis  Methodist church 
clothes closet, and family services in East 
Stroudsburg. This outreach came from a 
teacher at the high school. Nancy Rance 

The Sewing Ladies informed us and she has been bringing 
them to the school. We also gave some 
clothes to Innovation Church in Paradise 
Valley and the Wesleyan Church clothes 
closet in East Stroudsburg. We are so excit-
ed that these clothes are so appreciated 
and can be used by our local community. 
We also make tan pants for the kindergar-
ten and first graders at Swiftwater  Elemen-
tary School. They are delivered by Wynne 
Below.  
If anyone is interested to join or who has 
fabric they are not using, please let Pastor 
Filer know and we will be sure to get it.  



Affirmation of Marriage 

 You and your spouse are cordially 

invited to affirm your marriage vows be-

fore God and the congregation of St Paul 

Lutheran Church, on Sunday, February 9 

during the 9:00 am service of worship.  A 

reception will follow immediately after-

wards.  A special guest, the Rev. Dr. D. Mi-

chael Bennethum, will perform the 

Affirmation of Marriage 

portion of the service.  

Pastor Bennethum is the Executive Associ-

ate of the Bishop.   

 Please contact the church office at 

570-629-1992 to indicate your desire to 

take part in this special opportunity.    

Lighten Up 

 The minister was preoccupied 

with thoughts of how he was going to 

ask the congregation to come up with 

more money than they were expecting for 

repairs to the church building.  Therefore, 

he was annoyed to find that the regular or-

ganist was sick and a substitute had been 

brought in at the last minute.  The substi-

tute wanted to know what to play.  “Here’s 

a copy of the service,” he said impatiently.  

“But you’ll have to think of something to 

play after I make the announcement about 

the finances.” 

 During the service, the minister 

paused and said, “Brothers and Sisters, we 

are in great difficulty; the roof repairs cost 

twice as much as we expected and we 

need $4,000 more.  Any of you who can 

pledge $100 or more, please stand up.” 

 At that moment, the substitute or-

ganist played “The Star Spangled Banner.” 

 And that is how the substitute be-

came the regular organist! 

Notes of Thanks 

From Monroe County Children & Youth 

Services  

To the Ladies Sewing Group 

On behalf of the Forster Care Unit, thank 

you ladies of the St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Sewing group for your donation of the 23 

pairs of pajamas.  Your donation helps us 

in a big way to help children in 

need within our community.  Once again 

we really do appreciate your time and ded-

ication for these hand sewn clothes. 

Sincerely,  

Rachel Rivera 

S.S.A. 

https://www.1001freedownloads.com/free-clipart/wedding-rings-3
https://www.1001freedownloads.com/free-clipart/vela-candle


Habitat for Humanity  

Seeks Family for Tobyhanna Home 

Monroe County Habitat for Humanity is ac-

cepting applications for its Home Owner-

ship Program designed to help families 

affected by low income, age, or disability 

become home owners.  According to Habi-

tat executive director Kelly Kemmerer, a 

home with three bedrooms, two bath-

rooms and a garage in Tobyhanna needs a 

family, and Kemmerer is encouraging eligi-

ble families to apply. 

 To qualify to purchase this home, a 

family of two must have an income that 

falls between $33,040 and $47,060 (the 

income range for a family of four is 

$41,040—$57,060 and other income 

guidelines are available), have lived in 

Monroe County for at least a year, never 

owned a home in the past, have a mini-

mum credit score of 640, and be willing 

and able to pay a low interest mortgage—

in addition to providing sweat equity of 

200 volunteer hours per adult. 

 According to Kemmerer, Habitat’s 

Home Ownership Program broadens ac-

cess to safe, secure and durable shelter to 

families with limited financial resources, as 

well as offering dignity and hope to people 

who are struggling financially,” she said.  

“Our work is clearly a hand up rather than 

a hand out.” 

 Understanding that safe and afforda-

ble housing is essential to breaking the 

poverty cycle, Kemmerer says “our work is 

successful when we are able to transform 

lives and promote sustainable economic 

and social change in our community.” 

 “I encourage homeowners who 

meet these requirements to contact our 

office immediately at 570-216-4390 or 

ec=xecdurectir@habitatmc.org for more 

information and an application,” Kemmer-

er said.  

Did you know that St Paul has a senior 

group  that meets monthly for lunch?  The 

third Thursday of each month, a lively 

group of seniors meet in  our parlor  for a 

Senior Luncheon 

covered dish luncheon.  To participate, all 

you need to do is bring a dish to share and  

join in.   

https://www.1001freedownloads.com/free-clipart/tango-go-home


  Worship Scheule for February 

 
February 2  Contemporary Service with Holy Communion  Presentation of Our 
Lord or 4

th
 Sunday After Epiphany 

Greeters – Dan & Leanna Wickline,  Lector – Bill Below,  Communion Assistants – 
Mattie Morales & Donny Sparacino,  Ushers – Bruce Orlowski & Charlie Hemple 
 

February 9  Traditional Service   5th Sunday After Epiphany 
Greeters – Ron & Ingrid Unternahrer, Lector – Dan Wickline, Ushers – Linda Below & 
Deb Storman 

 
February 16  Traditional Service with Holy Communion   6

th
 Sunday After Epipha-

ny  
Greeters – Ed & Maryann Kenderdine, Lector – Dawn Weiss, Communion Assistant – 
Dawn Weiss & Leanna Wickline, Ushers – Gladys Pena & Donny Sparacino 

 
February 23  Traditional Service  Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Greeters – Margaret & Chris Kinsley, Sr., Lector – Joan Rinker, Ushers – Bruce Or-
lowski & Charles Hemple 

 
February 26  Ash Wednesday  
 
 
 

New Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 9:00 to 1:00pm 

New Office Email 

parishadmin@stpaultannersvillepa.org 

Food Pantry Hours 
Every Tuesday 11:00am to 1:00pm 

 



Grocery Register Tapes 

Please bring Weis and Shoprite register tapes to church each week. They can be placed in 
the box on the table in the narthex. However, we can only use Kinsley’s Shoprite of Brod-
headsville and they cannot be used after one year old. Weis tapes can be used after one 
year. 

 Don’t forget to put St. Paul Lutheran Church Tannersville as your charity before 

checking out on Amazon. They will send us 1% of your purchase. 

The Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir 

Are interested in expanding their 

membership!   

Do you like to sing or ring?  

Rehearsals are Tuesday night. If interested, contact Bob Jones. 

Don’t Forget 

For the month of February we will be col-

lecting wet wipes for Just Because, our 

outreach program serving Swiftwater Ele-

mentary School.  

We  received a report from Pastor Karen 

Caspersen on the organization our pro-

gram is modeled after.  Their website is 

www.justbecauseteach.com 

“Just Because is an official non-profit since 

August 2018.  In the 2018-2019 school 

year we distributed $9,100 worth of good-

ies during the quarterly packings to the 

900 teachers and support staff of the 

Shenandoah County Schools.  Our budget 

Just Because 

this year is $18,000 since we continue to 

grow and get more sponsors.  We were one 

of the three finalists for the Shenandoah 

County Chamber of Commerce Award of Ex-

cellence - nonprofit.  Not a bad accomplish-

ment for such a short period of time.  Sun-

day's packing will be at the local military 

academy with the cadets volunteering to 

help.  This time the bags will contain bottles 

of water, snacks, hot chocolate mix, chap 

stick, tissue packets, candy, valentine conver-

sation hearts, pens/pencils, note pads and 

fortune cookies.  In November Bowman An-

dros (international company) donated 900 

mini jars of their jams and honey.” 

https://www.1001freedownloads.com/free-clipart/choir-boy
http://www.justbecauseteach.com


Things to Look Forward to in March & April 

March 1  Contemporary Service with Holy Communion   1st Sunday of Lent 
 
March 4  Wednesday Evening Lenten Service 
 
March 8  Traditional Service   2nd Sunday of Lent 
 
March 11  Wednesday Evening Lenten Service 
 
March 15  Traditional Service with Holy Communion   3rd Sunday of Lent 
 
March 18  Wednesday Evening Lenten Service 
 
March 22  Traditional Service  4th Sunday of Lent 
 
March 25  Wednesday Evening Lenten Service 
 
March 29  Traditional Service with Holy Communion   5th Sunday of Lent 
 
April 5   Palm Sunday 

April 9  Maundy Thursday 

April 10  Good Friday 

April 12   Easter Sunday 

April 19   Monroe County Fireman’s Association  

  Fireman’s Memorial Service 1:00pm 



 


