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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 

 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  Grounded in faith and growing in grace, we 

share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed in our local community 

and throughout the world. 
Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or just 

looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family??   

Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business hours 

(Mon – Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish Administrator, 

Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through the membership 

process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran Church. 
 

SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a time 

for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of worship.  

We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 

 

Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and electronic 

devices.  Thank you. 

 

 

Our Church Staff 
Pastor: Vacant – in Call Process 

Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 

Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 

2020 Council Members 
 

Grant Allen 

Bill Below 

Terry Fouts 

Chris Kinsley Sr. 

Nicole Kresge 

Carl Reindl 

Deb Storman 

Ingrid Unternahrer 

Beth Werkheiser 

 

 

We welcome the Rev. William Thompson this morning. Pastor Bill Thompson is a 
retired United Methodist pastor residing with his wife, Leta, in Bear Creek Lakes outside of 
Jim Thorpe.  He serves as Adjunct Pastor at St. John’s in the Heights Evangelical Lutheran 

Church and as Chaplain and Safety Officer for the Penn Forest Volunteer Fire co. #1.  

Thank you for leading us in worship this morning! 



Worship Service 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, December 6, 2020 
 
 
+Late Seating       
*Please stand, if able. 
Words in bold print denote congregational response. 

 
 
 
 
Prelude 
 
Chimes (Call to Worship) 
 
Announcements 
 
*Confession   

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose 
steadfast love endures forever.   
Amen. 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin.  In spite of our best efforts, we have gone 
astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we 
have not been Christ to one another.  Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin.  Renew us each day in the light of Christ. 
Amen. 
 
*Absolution 
People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you 
are free— free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.  

May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied 
with the power of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 
 
 



*+ Opening Hymn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
*Kyrie 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Prayer of the Day  
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 
In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon is over. God 
will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for the sheep. This word can be trusted, because 
the only enduring reality in life is the word of God. 

 1Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to 
her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the 
LORD’s hand double for all her sins.  3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way 
of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  4Every valley shall be lifted 
up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and 
the rough places a plain.  5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall 
see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 6A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their 
constancy is like the flower of the field.  7The grass withers, the flower fades, when the 
breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass.  8The grass withers, the  
flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.  9Get you up to a high mountain, 
O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good 
tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”  10See, the Lord 
GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his 
recompense before him.  11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs 
in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.   
The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 
Lighting the Advent Wreath 
Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from the stump of 
Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and crush the 
oppressor, who will stand as a signal of hope for all people. 
The second candle represents faith and is called “Bethlehem’s Candle.” Micah had foretold 
that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, which is also the birthplace of King David. 
The second candle is also purple to symbolism preparation for the coming king. 
As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform our 
hearts to live in justice and harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of 
Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations. 
O people of hope, come, 
let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen. 
Light the second candle. 
 

O Come, O Come Emmanual – vs 6 
O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; 
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O Sun of justice, now draw near 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  

And death’s dark shadow put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, especially concerns that 
could arise over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians to anticipate the promised 
coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God. 
8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, 
and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some 
think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to 
repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 
away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and 
everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 
  11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you 
to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of 
the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the 
elements will melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new 
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 
  14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him 
at peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Gospel:  Mark 1:1-8 
The holy gospel according to Mark, the 1st chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 



The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.   2As it is written in the 
prophet Isaiah,  “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your 
way; 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people 
of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of 
his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon – “Crying in the Wilderness” - Rev. William Thompson 
 
*Hymn of the Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell.*  On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Pastoral Prayer 
God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary world. Hear 
our prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain and 
support us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and enact your 
mission. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew the face of 
creation where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend the wounds of environmental 
damage and restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation can declare your praise. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from discrimination, 
judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. We pray especially for . . . 
(current local, national, or international issues of peace or justice may be named). Lead us toward a 
world where faithfulness will sprout underfoot and righteousness rain down from above. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the disparities 
between your people. Sustain and support people with physical and intellectual 
disabilities. Accompany disability advocates who work for a world accessible to all. Teach 
us to celebrate the great diversity in our midst. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families and 
congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who grieve, be a 
companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with depression, 
and gather all people in your healing embrace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the wilderness 
and taught us to continue their faithful work. Make their generous lives an example for all. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*Proper Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 
us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
*Holy, Holy, Holy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*The Words of Institution 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 



temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*Invitation to Communion 
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here.  Come, eat and drink. 
Communion 
The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
Lamb of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Table Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
*Post Communion Canticle  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Prayer After Communion 
Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice.  In this 
bread and cup you give us life forever.  In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open 
our hearts to the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*Blessing 
 The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with 

love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
*Closing Hymn               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Choral Benediction            “Go Now and Pass It On” 
 

 
 

*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 

"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 
 
 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #SAS017969. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by 

permission. 



 
 

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have 
concerns needing God’s help… 

Ryan Ace, Sr.; Msgt. William F. Allen; Grant Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom 
Altemose; Mark Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Dawn Bartron; Wynne Below; 
Nancy Besecker; Dillon Berenti; Cptn. Matthew Blessing; David Brong; Vicki Burnett; Jack 
Callahan; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; LilliAnna Daniels; Don Deibler; Renee Depuy; Doris 
Drury; John Drury; Terry & Ivy Fouts; Chris Gehm; Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; Jean 
Gerstlauer; Barbara Grosch; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; the family of Jim Johnstone at his 
passing; Ian Juica; Mason & Addison Kapun; Richard Kernan; Robbie Kinsley; the family of 
Robert Kinsley at his passsing; Eleanor Kreuger; Esther Laurito; David Leith; James Meckes; 
Ruth Mitchell; Mattie Morales & family; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka; Shirley 
Pensyl; Faye Reiner; Rev. Tom & Sandy Richards; Joan Rinker; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Fred 
& Marian Rugen; Gloria Russell; Jack Russell; Pastor Santiago; Alice Schambra; Claudette 
Segear; Lynn Seip;  Shirley Singer; Samuel Smith, Jr.; Gerald Staples; David & Lisa Stirling; 
Greg Theadford; Kelly Wickline; Charles Zuccarelli; Fran Zuccarelli;  for all who are 
traveling; for all of those struggling with addictions; the families of those killed and 
wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan; the members of the Armed Forces of the United States; 
for the victims of the mass shootings, for all those around the world and here at home 
suffering from the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us 
know.  Please leave requests and/or updates in the basket labeled “Prayer 
Requests” located in the church office.  Please renew your request monthly if you or 
your loved one is still in need of our prayers.  Thank you to everyone who prays 
with us for those in need. 
 

Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Strunk Food 
Pantry!  Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are 
struggling to feed their families.  The pantry is always in need of basic 
food supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this program 
going strong. Items of particular need are: canned vegetables like 
peas, carrots, corn, green beans, kidney beans, pinto beans, canned 
fruit, canned potatoes, and canned meats like tuna, chicken, beef 
and other protein sources.   Our Food Pantry remains open, although 

it is functioning as a curb-side service.  This limits the contact to others and protects 
our food pantry staff and our building while still serving the needs of those in need.  
This week, we served 3 families, 11 adults and 5 children, totaling 1467 people this 
year! 



As the COVID numbers climb, please be mindful of social distancing in your 
seating and during communion.  We have “roped off” sections of seating to 
assist in maintaining appropriate spacing.  During communion, when coming 
down the aisle to receive the sacraments please alternate sides even if this 
means you are not standing next to an immediate family member.  There 
should be a single file row down the center aisle, spaced at least 4 feet apart, 
alternating sides to receive the blood of Christ. 
 
Adult Sunday School 
Following worship, the Adult Sunday School will meet in Spies Hall to maintain social 
distancing.   
 

God’s Global Barnyard 
The Global Barnyard includes a family farm for $750, a cow for $500, and a herd of goats 
for $300, as well as many other “Good Gifts” to support economic independence and good 
nutrition. Our plan is to launch our Global Barnyard campaign next Sunday, the first 
Sunday of Advent and continue it through the end of the year.  Please consider giving to 
this effective and proven program that has demonstrated positive results of self-
sufficiency throughout the world!  The Election Day Soup Sale started this campaign off 
right with a $600.00 donation!  Check out the easel in the narthex for more information 
and progress toward our goal. 

 
The Sheriff of Monroe County is collecting new, unwrapped toys for distribution to those 
in need in Monroe County.  A box will be in the narthex on Sunday, November 29 through 
December 13, at which time they will be taken to the Sheriff’s Office Monday, December 
14, for wrapping and distribution.  Please give generously as Toys for Tots is not collecting 
toys this year.  We will also be collecting children’s hats, mittens, and scarves. 
 

Men’s Retreat  
January 7 & 8, 2021 at Spruce Lake.  “An ’undercover’ story of redemption and second 
chances” presented by Mark Whitacre.  Mr. Whitacre is the highest-ranked Fortune 500 
whistleblower in U.S. history, who helped the FBI uncover a multi-billion-dollar price-
fixing scandal.  He provides one-of-a-kind insight into corporate ethics, corporate greed 
and the warning signs of a flawed corporate leadership and how God brought him through 
this adversity to the other side. 
 

Grocery Tapes 
If you shop at Kinsley’s Shoprite or Weis markets we get a percentage of your purchase. 
Just bring your receipts in and put them in the box on the table in the Narthex. In order for 
us to receive credit, the receipts must include the date and store number.  On a Weis 
receipt it is below the Weis Club Savings and above the Weis Reward Points.  It looks like 



this:  “1/06/2020  12:12    166  306    10    229”   Your numbers will be different.  If in 
doubt, don’t tear off the bottom of the receipts. 

 
Gentle Yoga 
Gentle yoga classes are appropriate for all including those who want a softer, nurturing, 
slow-paced, well-supported and relaxing practice.  The approach includes carefully 
orchestrated movements, controlled pressure, and well-measured stretches, including 
range of motion exercises.  The class will include breathing techniques and meditation.  
Please wear loose clothing and bring a mat and water bottle to the class.  Members of the 
congregation can try their first class for $5.00.  After that, class cards can be purchased for 
$55.00 and are good for 6 consecutive Mondays.  For further information , contact: Lois 
Silver Zini at 718-986-9502 or email at Loissilver1@mac.com 
 
 

 Don’t forget to put St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Tannersville as your charity before checking out on Amazon. They will send us 1% of your 
purchase. 

 
Worship Schedule 

 
December 13, 2020 Third Sunday of Advent– The Rev. Dr. Dan Baugess 

     9:00am Worship 
    10:30am  Sunday School 
 

    December 20, 2020 Fourth Sunday of Advent- Rev William Thompson 
     9:00am  Worship with Communion 
    10:30am Sunday School 
 

December 24, 2020 Christmas Eve – Candlelight Worship Communion 
     4:00pm Rev. William Thompson 
     8:00pm Rev. Dr. Dan Baugess  
 

December 27, 2020 Carols and Readings 
     9:00am Worship 
    10:30am  Sunday School  
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Christmas Poinsettia 
Order Form 

 
 

The sanctuary will once again be decorated with beautiful 
poinsettia plants this Christmas.  If you would like to donate a 

plant in memory of or in honor of someone special or just 
simply to the Glory of God, please complete the form below and 
return it to the office no later than Sunday, December 20, 2020.  

Each poinsettia will be $5.00 
 
 
 
 

Your Name:              
 
 
Phone#          
 
 
Number of Plants:        
 
 
Amount Attached:      
 
 

In memory of… In honor of…. To the Glory of God Name(s) of those being honored 

    
    
    

 


