
FIRE IN THE HEART    6/18/17 

Gen. 18:1-15 & Matt.9:35-10:8 

I am going to repeat to you what Moses said 

to the Israelites camped before the mountain 

from which Moses would bring the 10 

Commandments. But before the law was 

revealed, something more important had to be 

conveyed. These are the words of Moses that 

God considered more important for the people 

to hear before they received the law. 

1. You are where you are (free from 

slavery) because of God's grace: "I bore you 

on eagles' wings and brought you to 

myself." 

2. You shall be a priestly kingdom for me. 

(My treasured possession if you keep my 

covenant) 



You have been lifted up on eagles' wings 

and are now here, this Sunday morning, 

through the grace of God. 

You did not choose God, but God chose you 

to be his church, the body of his son, the priests 

of his people: that is All people. (Indeed the 

whole earth is mine). You are a treasured 

possession of God's, and today God is setting 

before you a gift. You can obey God's voice (if 

you can discern it through all the noise that fills 

the world), and keep the covenant and be all 

that God desires you to be. OR NOT! 

The children of Israel heard all that Moses said 

to them and they all answered as one. 

"Everything that the Lord has spoken we will 

do." 

And they were sincere. Their hearts were on 

fire with their new-found freedom. They were  



like a group of teens on retreat who have just 

pledged their lives to Jesus and are "saved". 

The Jews had just been released from slavery. 

They were born anew and given a name and 

heard that they were God's treasured 

possession! Hearts on fire for Yahweh! 

If any of you ever experienced a conversion or a 

renewal of your faith, a reaffirmation of God's 

love, you know the feeling that filled the hearts 

of those people. It's like hearing "Yes!" from the 

person you have asked to marry you. It's a 

feeling that drives all fear from your mind and 

convinces you that NOW you are capable of 

great things! 

When your heart is on fire you pledge your life 

and mean it! You promise and covenant with 

another to never forsake them or leave them.  



y 

You take vows and mean them, for your heart 

is on fire, like the hearts of the apostles at 

Pentecost 

Isn't it amazing that Moses was turned aside 

from shepherding sheep by a fire in a bush and 

the people of Israel were led across the 

wilderness by a pillar of fire at night. Elijah 

called down fire from God to prove truth 

against the false priests of Baal, and tongues of 

fire carried the Holy Spirit into the minds and 

hearts of the Apostles. Fire has been a 

consistent symbol of God's presence. It 

consumes sacrifice, but it not the heart or 

mind. Those, the fire of God inspires. 

Do any of you remember ever being on fire for 

God? On fire in love with another? On fire for a 

cause? 

It is an awesome feeling that you never forget, 

but it is not something that is easy to sustain. 



To keep the fire of God alive in your heart, you 

need to feed it and let the breath of God, the 

wind of the Spirit get at it, continually fanning it 

into a flame. 

Let me explain these phrases. 

The world conspires, not on purpose, but 

because it is finite and its' hope is limited, to 

quench hearts on fire. We too soon begin to 

give the world's view of life on how to find 

happiness and satisfaction and meaning and 

equal footing with our spiritual inspiration.  

We too soon begin to question the reality of 

the feeling we had and the veracity of our rash 

decisions when our hearts burned within us. 

We begin to reason that we can be just as 

pleased with life and far more successful and 

feel more pleasure if we give a little less 

attention to God or the one we love and a little 

more to whatever pleasures us. 



I remember one professor challenging a 

student who told him that he had found the 

perfect girl and that she was the only girl in the 

world for him. He mocked his naivete. "Half the 

worlds' population is female. You mean to tell 

me that there is only one who can meet your 

standards of perfection? Do you think you are 

going to feel the way you do today forever? 

Don't be foolish. You may think that you are in 

love, but after she makes a few mistakes and 

ignores you one too many times, you'll change 

your mind. Or better yet, some cutie will come 

on to you and you'll give in for fear that if you 

don't you'll miss out on something better than 

you have." 

We have all made vows that we have broken. 

Paul tells us that "All have sinned and fallen 

short of the glory of God." That's why God 

needed to tell the children of Israel about grace 

before they tried keeping the law. 



You have heard the statement about the very 

rich. "They are born on third base and think 

they hit a triple!" 

"They, is us." We think we've made it as far as 

we have because of the strength of our wills. 

Our wills certainly had something to do with it, 

but if we are honest we will realize that it was 

the grace of God at work forgiving us our 

trespasses well before we confessed them. I 

dare say, there are few of us who are not 

carrying some unconfessed sin. 

The Israelites vowed to do everything God had 

spoken and within a month were donating their 

gold to sculpt the "golden calf and worship it!  

They were forgiven that sin and later conspired 

to stone Moses for leading them into a dry land 

to die! Their flaming hearts, though fed with 

manna from heaven were dying. They were 

together in fellowship, not to praise God and 



love one another. The only thing that brought 

them together was their rancor toward Moses. 

They murmured against him. Do you know how 

much energy it takes to murmur against 

someone? Do you know what it does to the 

heart? It is what the professor was warning the 

student about when he would experience 

disappointment. His flame would go out for his 

true love and his anger would be mistaken for a 

new flame, but the anger consumes! 

Only sacrifice feeds the fire of God in our 

hearts. And that sacrifice is "Our will to God's 

will." 

God's will is, to love God and love your 

neighbor as yourself. God's will is, to pass the 

peace to all you meet. Cure the sick, raise the 

dead, cleanse the lepers cast out demons. 



We are called on to have compassion on the 

crowds of people that fill this world because 

they are harassed and helpless. 

Jesus warned the disciples that they would face 

not only rejection, but suffering. He told them 

to endure to the end and they would be saved. 

This salvation will happen before all the towns 

of Israel have heard of Jesus. That's a metaphor 

with many meanings. One of them is that your 

salvation may come with a simple recognition 

that no matter how tough Christianity is and 

serving others may seem, it is far better than 

anything else the world can offer. 

Paul said that suffering produces endurance, 

and endurance produces character, and 

character produces hope and hope does not 

disappoint us, because God's love has been 

poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 

that has been given to us 



Hope is what feeds God's flame in our hearts. 

That hope is not something that we dream of, it 

is something we do....Enduring with sacrificial 

love, accepting and offering forgiveness; 

vehicles of God's grace because we realize that 

we are who we are (God's priests) because of 

God's grace that has saved us and supports us 

and fills our lives with a joy that is greater than 

anything the world can offer. 


