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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 Having been sheltering in place 

these past two-and-a-half months, 

most of us are anxiously awaiting the 

move from “red” to “yellow” to get 

back to worship in the sanctuary.  “I 

just want to return to normal” is what 

people tell me.  “When do we get to 

have church as we know it?”  That 

may be the wrong question to ask 

and cause us to miss the opportuni-

ties (amidst all the tragedies) that this 

pandemic is giving us.  Better we 

should ask, “How does our strategy 

for making disciples meet the chal-

lenge of a ‘new normal’?”  

 I recently took part in an online 

webinar that discussed the seven 

shifts that will define a “new normal” 

for the local congregation.  Tellingly, 

the first shift is the movement from 

analog to digital.  The Zoom technolo-

gy I was using to watch the webinar is 

now used by 90% of churches to hold 

virtual meetings and classes as we’re 

doing with council meetings and cate-
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chetical classes.  Likewise, congrega-

tions either stream or record Sunday 

worship for upload to their stay-at-

home members.  This crisis is waking 

up churches to a different approach 

to reaching people. 

 A second shift moves from 

teaching to equipping.  The role of 

the pastor and teacher, Paul writes in 

Ephesians 4:12, is “to equip the saints 

for the work of ministry, for building 

up the body of Christ,” not simply lec-

turing students about the Bible but 

helping people engage the Bible 

themselves—equipping them to go 

on a personal journey with Jesus.  It‘s 

a question of making our teaching 

more action oriented—being a disci-

ple and making disciples.  In this shift, 

how many people show up is less im-

portant than how many are taking 

that next step in their spiritual walk. 

 Which brings us to the next 

step:  moving from gathering to con-

necting.  Getting people to events is 

not enough.  We need to see real 

spiritual transformation.  Relationship 

building is key here:  connecting peo-

ple through various ministries and 

small groups that affects generosity.  

 People give more when they have a 

clear sense that what they’re doing 

collectively has real meaning and pur-

pose. 

 Another shift has us moving 

from a global focus to a more local 

emphasis for our mission outreach.  

The Lord knows that, as a former mis-

sionary to Tanzania, I believe whole-

heartedly in the Great Commission 

mandate to “go into all the world,” 

but from a cost effective standpoint, 

could our outreach funds be better 

spent by tilting the balance closer to 

home? 

 All this begs the question of 

moving from complexity to simplicity.  

Simply filling the church’s calendar 

with more and more programs 

doesn’t in itself promote spiritual for-

mation.  Complexity in a congregation 

can actually impede a clear path to 

making disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 So, we want to minimize the im-

portance of counting attendees to ac-

centuating real engagement, moving 

along the path of engaging our rela-

tionship with God, then our brothers 

and sisters here at church, and finally 

with people outside the walls of the 



Council Corner 

 As the United States enters its fifth 

full month of battling the COVID-19 

coronavirus, we find ourselves em-

broiled in a debate over the best way to 

move forward from this devastating pan-

demic.  If you are like me, you have 

probably invested much of your time in 

viewing a variety of newscasts trying to 

make some sense of this silent but dead-

ly virus.  And, if we had the opportunity 

to view all of the circumstances from a 

fresh perspective (like the typical Mon-

day morning quarterback), I’m sure we 

would find ways to do many things 

differently.  However, that’s not where 

we are as a nation and that’s not where 

we are going to be at any time in the 

near future.  As so many media analysts 

and politicians have already stated, 

there will be a time in the future to reas-

sess our pandemic response fully, but at 

this time we are still in the early stages 

of what must be recognized as a long 

battle. To those of us here at St. Paul, 

part of that battle involves evaluating 

our circumstances for providing worship 

opportunities for our congregation and 

community. 

 By the time you are able to read 

this month’s column, Governor Wolf will 

have moved Monroe County from the 

red phase to the yellow in the process of 

reopening the state.  In addition to 

opening up some additional areas of 

commerce and employment, the yellow 

designation permits churches through-

church. 

 And then, from the perspective of 

stewardship, there’s the shift from over-

spending to generosity.  Have we aligned 

our resources with what is truly our mis-

sion and vision?  Churches in decline, for 

instance, have 34% more staff than 

growing ones.  Generous church mem-

bers value the fiscal responsibility and 

integrity of those who steward their 

offerings. 

 As I prepare to finish my stew-

ardship of this great congregation, I 

want to commend to you these sev-

en shifts in emphasis as you move 

confidently into God’s “new nor-

mal”. 

 Your pastor and friend, 

     

 Carl W. Filer 



out the Commonwealth to resume in-

house worship activities with specific 

guidelines for social distancing, the wear-

ing of masks, and the holding of worship-

related activities for churches, synagogues, 

and mosques.  From early March to the 

present, the ELCA and the Northeastern 

Pennsylvania Synod have provided specific, 

helpful guidelines for establishing safe and 

healthy ways for congregations to provide 

worship services and worship materials to 

all in need.  Bishop Zeiser and Pastor Niel-

sen have circulated several sets of docu-

ments to guide congregations as they plan 

for a “new normal,” and Pastor Filer and 

our Council have been planning for a safe 

return to our sanctuary for a few weeks 

now. 

 St. Paul will return to the sanctuary 

for Pentecost on Sunday, May 31.  To be 

sure, worship may look and feel a little 

different for the foreseeable future, but 

with the appropriate precautions, it will be 

both safe and spiritually nourishing; and 

those members who are reluctant to return 

at this time will still be able to worship by 

viewing a recorded version of the service 

online.  As one of our Council members, 

Carl Reindl, put it, “If we can go to Wal-

Mart, Lowe’s, or Home Depot, we should 

be able to go to church.”  Of course, some 

aspects of the service will not be the same, 

and we will all be learning the new 

safety guidelines and procedures in the 

next few months.  Perhaps most im-

portant is an awareness that our chang-

es will have been made for the long-

term; we don’t have the luxury of simp-

ly tolerating a few minor inconvenienc-

es for the summer with a return to nor-

mal by Labor Day weekend.  Despite 

some overenthusiastic predictions of a 

COVID-19 vaccine by December or Jan-

uary, it is probably going to take much 

longer than that.  (It would make me 

very happy to be proved wrong on this 

point!)     

 Singing quietly through a mask is 

probably not going to produce the most 

joyful worship experience, and greeting 

our fellow worshippers with simple 

hand gestures is not as fulfilling as a 

handshake or a hug.  Still, it will be ful-

filling to return to our place of worship, 

to hear the Gospel, and to share in the 

awareness that, despite a pandemic, 

we can and will continue the worship of 

our God and the service to our commu-

nity.  

 We look forward to greeting you 

once again (from a socially responsible  

distance)! 

 

Bill Below 



A Letter from the Parish Administrator 

    Thank God for the beautiful weather!!  

The sunshine and warmth brought with it 

(for me) a sense of renewed hope, energy 

and excitement.  I can be outside tending 

to the yardwork with my husband, plant 

new plants, and feel the winter slog be 

warmed away with the temperature 

change and the brighter spring sunshine.  I 

hope that as the pandemic subsides (at 

least for now) and we move into Phase Yel-

low and into Green, that we may all have a 

sense of this renewed hope, energy and 

excitement.   

     Coming together again to worship as a 

body of Christ in one place, even if it is six 

feet apart, holds excitement for me.  This 

building in which we meet has felt very 

empty for these past few months.  The pre-

cautions we have taken to keep each other 

safe have been like a long, dark winter.  As 

we begin to join together again, hope 

springs up in our hearts, joy floods our soul 

and a renewed sense of energy fills our 

bodies to do God’s work in this place and 

spread his love through our community.  

Excitement at joining our brothers and sis-

ters in Christ together again, in lifting 

praise and thanksgiving to God for seeing 

us through this time of physical and social 

distancing and bringing us through the 

hardship of uncertainty, shortages and fear 

blossoms within us as the flowers blossom 

in the spring.  This reminds us once again 

that God knows our fears, holds us as we 

experience them, and comforts and 

strengthens us as we work through the 

challenges of this life. We only have to ac-

cept his love and help. 

     He has brought so many wonderful and 

caring people to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  

I am grateful for all of you.  Thank you for 

the support and assistance each of you 

have given me. Whether it is a helping 

hand, a smile or words of encouragement, 

please know I am thankful for each of you.  

I hope to see you all soon! 

  

Blessings of safety & health!  

Leanna Wickline,  

Parish Administrator 

The Walter & Alice Strunk Food Pantry 

Thank you for your continued support of 

the food pantry!  We continue to operate 

as a curbside pickup service.   

If you are inclined to donate food prod-

ucts, we are in need of peanut butter, 

canned potatoes, corn, peas, carrots, fruit,  

tuna and meats, and breakfast cereals.   



 

 

 

 





Office Hours  

Monday—Thursday 9:00am to 1:00pm 

 Food Pantry Hours 
Every Tuesday 11:00am to 1:00pm 

Operating as curb-side pickup. 

  Sunday Worship Schedule for June 
 

June 7, 2020  Holy Trinity Sunday 

  9:00 am  Worship Service  

             10:15 am Catechism Class 

 

   June 14, 2020  2nd Sunday of Pentecost 

     9:00 am Worship Service 

             10:15 am Catechism Class 

 

    June 21, 2020  Father’s Day 

     9:00 am  Worship Service    
              10:15 am Catechism Class 

 

   June 28, 2020  4th Sunday of Pentecost 

     9:00 am  Worship 

             10:15 am Catechism Class 

 

  
 
 

 

Don’t Forget! 


