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From The Pastor…. 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

 Periodically over the past few weeks, I’ve seen flocks of turkey vultures (sometimes more than a 

dozen at a time) perched on the poles at the corner of the parking lot and in the bare branches of the trees 

nearby.  What did their presence portend, if anything?  Customarily, vultures gather when some living 

thing has either died or is about to.  They’re on watch—a death watch—like the undertaker in Charles 

Dickens’ A Christmas Carol—waiting expectantly at the lodgings of Scrooge’s partner, Jacob Marley, to 

pick over the belongings of the soon-to-be-deceased.  But what were those vultures doing at St. Paul 

Lutheran Church on a bright, clear Sunday morning as I pulled into the parking lot not too long ago, eager 

to lead and participate in vibrant and joyous worship?  Not to make too much of the conceit, I would 

suggest simply that in the midst of life are always the seeds of our demise.  We can take nothing for 

granted—either as individuals or as a congregation.  As someone once astutely observed, the Christian 

Church is only ever one generation away from its disappearance.  I speak here not of the Church Invisible 

which is the eternal Body of Christ but the earthly Church Visible which reflects the brokenness of our 

sinful human nature. 

 To stave off such a dread possibility I can think of nothing better for St. Paul Lutheran than the 

prospect of joining together as a congregation in the forty-day Red Letter Challenge.  Beginning on 

Sunday, September 8 (Rally Day), with an introductory video presentation from the author, the Rev. Zack 

Zehnder, pastor of the fastest-growing Lutheran church in the Missouri Synod; we will enjoy the 

opportunity to examine the words of Jesus in Scripture (thus the red letters of the title) and their relevance 

for us today.  Individually, we’ll spend no more than ten minutes a day in Scripture and devotions 

designed to inculcate the foundational values of a Christian: Being, Forgiving, Serving, Giving, and Going.  

We’ll hear sermons aligned with the themes for each week and join others in weekly small groups that will 

give opportunity for sharing within a nurturing web of new relationships. 

 As you can tell, I have great hopes for this Red Letter Challenge.  I truly believe we are up to it and 

can benefit immensely as we bring this special focus on enhancing congregational vitality to its 

conclusion.  Please buy a book ($15 with scholarships available) and sign up for a small group at the table 

in the narthex on Sunday mornings or by calling the church office (570-629-1992), and invite non-

members to join you.  Let’s prepare our hearts for a closer, deeper walk with the Lord.  Let’s live out the 

words of Jesus in Jn. 10:10, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 

 

Your pastor and friend, 

Carl W. Filer 

 

 

                                                           Church Office Hours                                             

 

                                                     Monday – Thursday 9:00am to 3:00pm  

 

                                                               Food Pantry Hours 

                                                    Every Tuesday 11:00am – 1:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 



Council Corner 

Now that we have all survived the biggest heat wave of the summer season, it’s time to catch up with the 

activities and issues of our Congregational Council.  Although summer calls for a vacation and a break in 

the routines of the church, Council is busy twelve months a year—planning new activities, monitoring 

monthly expenses, and discussing ways to improve both our worship services and the community offerings 

of St. Paul.  Here are some of our thoughts for this summer: 

1.  First, we’d like to formally thank all of those musicians who helped fill our services with beautiful 

music from March 1 to June 30.  A special thank you goes out to Ruth Kochera, a very talented and 

busy pianist who responded to our need for accompaniment and musical leadership during Lent 

and through Easter.  Kelly Scheer, the keyboard anchor of our praise band, also filled in several 

times at traditional services and provided leadership for the praise band as well.  Finally, thanks to 

the praise band musicians who accompanied additional contemporary services to “bridge the gap” 

until we found a new organist/choir director. 

2. Speaking of our new organist/choir director, it is a pleasure to welcome Mr. Robert “Bob” Jones to 

worship at St. Paul.  A brief article of introduction from Bob appears elsewhere in this issue of The 

Chimes, so I won’t take time and space to cover that information.  However, I will say that we have 

been blessed to have secured Bob’s services, and we’re looking forward to the enthusiasm, skill, 

and reverence he will bring to all aspects of our music worship.  Bob and his family live near Jim 

Thorpe, but he told us the commute takes about the same amount of time (35 minutes) as his ten-

mile trip to his last church took near Philadelphia.  Traffic! 

3. By now, you have probably noticed the dotted lines on the center section of the driveway entrance 

to St. Paul.  Within the next few weeks, that section of the driveway will be repaired and repaved.  

The funding for this project (and a few others) is the result of the generosity of the Gaykenheimer 

family from Michigan.  Pastor Filer will be officiating at a wedding for the family here at St. Paul 

on August 30 (Labor Day weekend).  Mr. Gaykenheimer (a former Lutheran pastor) generously 

offered a substantial check for a wish list of special projects—not regular budget items.  In addition 

to the necessary repaving project, the gift will also cover a new stove for the Christ’s Café team 

(already in use), a video projector for future use in worship services, and fifty copies of the Red 

Letter Challenge for this fall’s churchwide evangelism program.  We wish to extend a sincere 

thank you to the Gaykenheimer family! 

4. By now, I hope that the words Red Letter Challenge are familiar to you and your family.  Council 

would like to thank Bev Otten for sharing the reading/discussion program with Pastor Filer and our 

church.  The Red Letter Challenge, a forty-day program of reading and group discussion, will 

begin on September 8 and continue until mid-October.   The book is easy to read, inspiring, and 

very engaging.  Council members will be participating in the project as well.  Please join us in  

renewing our spiritual faith! 

5. The St. Paul Emergency Response Team (made up of Council members) recently completed work 

on an Emergency Response Plan for our church.  Thanks to an excellent template developed by 

Pastor Filer’s former church, Grace Shillington, our work was both manageable and informative.  

Council approved the final plan on July 18, and during the next few months we will be 

implementing specific aspects of the plan and introducing it to the congregation. 

6. Since February Pastor Filer has been guiding the Council through the reading and discussion of 

Pastor Dave Daubert’s The Invitational Christian.  Although The Invitational Christian is a mere 

75 pages, it is filled with practical ideas providing church members with the tools to evangelize and 

invite friends, acquaintances, and co-workers to join us in worship.  We are particularly interested 

in the suggestions to improve our use of technology and social media, and we hope to put some of 

the suggestions into use during the fall. 



7. Finally, Pastor Filer and Council have been engaged in a discussion about the length of our 

redevelopment/revitalization plan since early June.  Through a team effort, we have met most of 

the goals set forth in the redevelopment document and are hopeful that we can reach the remaining 

goals in the next eleven months.  Three initial dates for conclusion were examined: 12/31/19, 

6/30/20, and 12/31/20.  On July 11 Pastor Filer and I met with Bishop Zeiser and Pastor 

Bennethum at the synod office in Allentown.  We received an update on the current availability of 

pastoral candidates and discussed the current supply pastor situation as well.  After reviewing this 

information with the Council on July 18, Pastor Filer and I called for a vote to determine an ending 

date for the program.  The Council selected June 30, 2020.  Pastor Filer agreed that this date would 

allow him to meet all redevelopment goals, serve for the entire Lent and Easter season, confirm our 

two youth candidates on Pentecost, and initiate the call process for a full or part-time pastor to 

serve St. Paul.  A congregational meeting to vote on the early conclusion of the redevelopment 

program has been scheduled for Sunday, September 15 immediately after the worship service.   

I hope this summary of recent Council activity has been useful for you.  As always, feel free to contact any 

Council member with your questions or concerns.  

Along the Way, 

Bill Below 

Council President 

 

 

 

We would like to welcome our new Music Director, Mr. Robert C. Jones  

 
Letter from the Music Director 

 

GREETINGS! I’m Bob Jones, your newly selected Music Director. 

 

I am a graduate of West Chester University of PA’s school of Music Education, and hold a Masters’ 

Degree from Salisbury State University on Maryland’s Eastern Shore where I taught music for six years. I 

then returned to my native suburban Philadelphia area to accept a teaching position at Girard College for 

twenty years followed by another 15 year teaching in Springfield Delaware County schools. I have 

recently retired from my teaching and have devoted myself to my lifelong parallel interest in Liturgical 

music.  

I have been the music director for a number of churches of various denominations, the most recent being 

St. Pius X RCC in Broomall, PA.  

 

I am a practicing Roman Catholic but have a fair amount of experience serving as music director in several 

faith expressions. I am married to my wife of 45 years, Kathy. We have two daughters, and two 

grandchildren, and are in the process of relocating to a home in the Jim Thorpe that we bought several 

years ago in anticipation of retiring there. Kathy and I have both recently largely retired from our careers 

in music education and nursing, and expect to be full time residents of Carbon County in the near future. 

 

In my position here at St. Paul’s, I will provide organ and piano accompaniment for congregational 

singing, direct the choir and the handbell choir, and plan music expressions of our parish’s faithful 

worship. I need help! I am most anxious to meet and hear from all parishioners, especially those who have 

been blessed with the gift of musical expressiveness, and who are willing to return some of that gift to 

praising the Creator. Please feel free to let me know if you would consider joining those already in service 



in our music ministry: choir, handbells, or as instrumental soloist. I look forward to meeting and hearing 

from you as we move forward. 

 

Our Choir will resume rehearsal on Tuesday, September 3
rd

 at 7:45pm. I hope to see all previous 

members as well as any newly interested folks then. Handbell choir rehearsal will also remain at 

their previous time (Tuesday at 6:45pm) but will begin a bit later. Starting date will be announced 

shortly. 

 

 

                                           Schedules for Sundays in August 

 

August 4
th

 – 8
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
Greeter- Joy Post   Lector- Bill Below    Communion Assistant- Dawn Weiss, Donny Sparacino     Ushers- 

Gladys Pena, Bruce Orlowski 

 

August 11
th

 – 9
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
Greeter- Ed & Mary Ann Kenderdine    Lector- Jim Werkheiser   Ushers- Donna Warner, Charles Hempel 

 

August 18
th

 – 10
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
Greeter- Beth Werkheiser   Lector- Linda Below   Communion Assistant- Deb Storman   Ushers- Brad & 

Jill Pensyl 

 

August 25
th

 – 11
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
Greeter- Barbara & Grant Allen   Lector- Dawne Ladeas   Ushers- Charles Hempel, Bruce Orlowski  

 

 

 

St Paul’s Committees 

Below is the list or our committees at St. Paul.  Each committee’s chair person and their 

contact information is included.  Our committees work hard all year to keep our church 

running smoothly, to provide services to our community, and to hold events that are fun!  

Thank you to all who are serving on our committees and to those additional volunteers who 

step in to lend a hand!!! 
 

Christian Ed:  Dawn Weiss 

dweiss@pmsd.org 

 

Property/Safety:  Ron Unternahrer 

iunternahrer@yahoo.com 

Personnel:  Bill Below 

anbill@ptd.net 

 

United Ministries:  Mattie Morales 

Tata01222@aol.com 

 

Altar Guild:  Judy Michael 

Jdmichael72@gmail.com 

mailto:Jdmichael72@gmail.com


Christ's Cafe of St. Paul:  Dawne Ladeas 

Dawnel@ptd.net 

 

 

Worship and Music: Terry Fouts 

parishcoordinator@stpaultannersvillepa.org 

Welcome to the new Music Director: Mr.  Robert C. Jones  

                                   Don’t Forget  
 

 Don’t forget to put St. Paul Lutheran Church Tannersville as your charity before 
checking out on Amazon. They will send us 1% of your purchase. 

    
 
 

                            Grocery Register Tapes 
Please bring Weis and Shoprite register tapes to church each week. They can be placed in the 
box on the table in the Narthex. However, we can only use Kinsley’s Shoprite of Brodheadsville 
and they cannot be used after one year old. Weis tapes can be used after one year. 

 

 

 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

This class continues the study entitled “Cross Training, A Bible Study on Cross Bearing.” Jesus said, “If 

anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me” (Luke 

9:23).  Today we will complete the session on self-control and begin a discussion on God’s idea of 

love. Class meets from 10:15-11:15 in the Parlor and all are welcome to join. Members come as they are 

able and, through sharing, provide support to each other in the discipleship journey. Please prayerfully 

consider joining the group. 

 

 

 
The Red Letter Challenge – Comments from the author: 

“Jesus finishes the Sermon on the Mount, the greatest sermon every preached, by saying this in Matt. 7:24-27: 
‘Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and put them into practice is like a wise man who built his 
house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it 
did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not 
put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, 
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.’ 



Jesus is saying, ‘If you want your house to stand up, practice what I’m preaching. Do what I say.’ Jesus says in Luke 
11:28: ‘Blessed rather are those who hear the word of god and obey it.’ James, the brother of Jesus says it even 
more simply in James 1:22: ‘do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.’ 

That’s the big idea. Taking Jesus’ words, the ones that are written in red letters in your bibles, and putting them 
into practice. Literally. That’s the very unoriginal yet revolutionary idea that’s going to change not just the 
followers of Jesus, but the world in which we live!” 

Join fellow believers in discussing the words of Jesus while sharing the challenges and opportunities in our 
everyday lives. Buy the book and join a group. Prayerfully consider your participation in this “challenge.” Use this 
time to strengthen your relationship with Christ. Sign up in the Narthex on Sunday morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget our Strunk Food Pantry.  There is a demand for food all year round, not just during the holidays.   

Right now our pantry could use:  canned or boxed potatoes, dry cereal, canned veggies (no green beans please), peanut 

butter, jelly, spaghetti sauce, pasta (dry boxed or canned), soups, canned and/or powdered milk, canned fruit, sugar, 

canned meats (tuna, chicken, spam etc.), crackers, mayonnaise, juice, jelly, kids snacks, baby food, diapers, formula, 

toilet tissue, toiletries, shampoo and soap. 
 

 

 

 

Deceived by ‘the lie of more’ 

 

And Jesus said to them, ‘Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not 

consist in the abundance of possessions.’- Luke 12:15 

 

“The Andersons” looked uncomfortable as they explained why they couldn’t give more. 

 

“We’d like to,” Mrs. Anderson said, “but we’re getting killed with the bills.” Mr. Anderson added, “We 

barely make ends meet.” 

 

Swimming with stagnant wages against a tide of rising costs, millions of working families struggle to find 

enough, but the Andersons’ plight is different. They are blessed with excellent jobs and generous incomes. 

Sadly, they fell prey to “the lie of more” that drives our consumer culture. 

 

“The lie of more” deceives us into thinking that true happiness, true peace, true contentment is within our 

grasp-if we only have a little “more.” So we grasp for more stuff, more wealth, more experiences. We 

often end up not only drowning in debt, but also less happy, less peaceful and less content. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Things to look forward to in August 

       

                                                              

August 21
st
 Community Dinner                                         

                                                                                                                              

                                                     

 

 

 

 

Things to look forward to in September  

 

September 2
nd

 Labor Day 

September 3
rd

 First Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:45pm  

September 8
th

 Rally Day 

September 8
th

 Red Letter Challenge  

September 18
th

 Community Dinner 

September 21
st
 First Day of Autumn    

 

 

                                                                      

August is the Month of... 
 

 
 
 
 

Family Fun Month 
Take some time out for a game night, baking or even a PICNIC!!  Your family is 
your best asset.  Nurture and cherish every moment. 
 

 

National Picnic Month 
It’s not hard to enjoy the beauty of the outdoors.  Just get some easy 

to carry food, find a patch of grass and enjoy! 

 
  

 
August is the last bit of our summer vacation.  Find time to enjoy yourself.  Get 
outside, take a deep breath, and take a look around at everything in full bloom.  This 
summer has been gorgeous with so much sunshine and perfect temperatures!  God 
gave us this to enjoy.  Find your silly bone!!!!  Roll down a grassy hill, splash in a 
river, laugh until you hurt.  It is the moments when we have fun, laugh, smile and feel 



amazing that get us through the tough and almost impossible times.   You never 
regret having fun, but you will regret missing out on a good time. 
 

LIGHTEN UP… 
                           FOR FUN AND THOUGHT 
 

 

 
RED LIGHT, GREEN LIGHT 

 

A little boy was listening to a long and tedious musical presentation by the church choir. Suddenly the red 

votive light by the altar caught his eye. Tugging his father’s sleeve, he asked, “Daddy, when the light turns 

green can we go?” 

 
 

 
 

 

Freddie, in church for the first time, watched as the ushers passed the offering plates. When they neared 

the pew where he sat, the boy piped up, “Don’t pay for me, Daddy, I’m under five.” 
 

 

 
 

 

The reverend got up and strode to his pulpit with a patch on his chin: “I’m sorry about the bandage, but I 

cut my chin shaving thinking about my sermon.” A voice from the congregation called out, “Next time, 

why not think about your chin and cut the sermon? 

 

 

Offering 

Time 

SERMON AID 



Baptism    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



August 2019 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1 2 3 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 
7pm AA  

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

9am Worship 

Contemporary  

 
 

 

 

7pm Christian Ed 

7pm AA 

7pm 12 Step 

Program 

 

 

9am 

Watercolor 

6pm Girl 

Scouts 

 

7pm Finance  

7pm AA 

 

11 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 
9am Worship-

Traditional 
 

 

 

7pm Property 

7pm AA 

7pm 12 Step 

Program 

9am 

Watercolor 

6pm Girl 

Scouts 

 

12pm Seniors 

7pm Council 

7pm AA  

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
 9 

9am Worship- 

Traditional 

4pm Music 

& Worship 

7pm AA 

7pm 12 Step 

Program 

 

 

9am 

Watercolor 

4:30pm 

Community 

Dinner 

6pm Girl 

Scouts 

10am Home 

School 

Cleanup 

7pm AA  

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
9am Worship 

Service 

Traditional 

 

  

10am 

Homeschool 

Teacher 

7pm AA 

7pm 12 Step 

Program 

9am 

Watercolor 

6pm Girl 

Scouts 

 4:30pm 

Wedding 

Rehearsal 

12pm 

Wedding 

7pm AA 

 



 


