
Church Council Corner 

 

As I am writing this month’s column, we are in the midst of another snow day in the Poconos.  

Schools are closed, and local and regional newscasts are warning us to stay home and stay off 

of the roads if at all possible.  With the mix of snow, sleet, and freezing rain that we have been 

receiving in recent years, most people are more than happy to “hunker down” in their homes 

until the storm passes and Penn DOT can do its work. 

Of course, there are those who think we’ve all become weak and overly cautious in our 

response to bad weather.  We’ve all joked about those old-timers who may have occasionally 

said, “When I was a boy, we didn’t let a few inches of snow keep us from going to school . . . 

and many of us had to walk both ways.”  For comments of that sort, tune in to WNEP-TV 16’s 

“Talk Back Live” feature at 5:55 pm any evening. 

Although there is some truth to what the “old-timers” have said, there is often an important 

detail left out of the equation: traffic.  As a Pocono native I remember getting on the school bus 

in Swiftwater, riding it to Pocono Manor to pick up two families totaling five students, turning 

the bus around, and then proceeding to Pocono Township Consolidated School in Tannersville.  

There were snowy mornings when we wouldn’t see another vehicle on the trip to the Manor, 

and once we returned to Route 611, traffic was light all the way to Tannersville.  There were no 

traffic lights along this stretch of roadway until 1983; in fact, you could drive all the way to 

Stroudsburg before you would see the first traffic light. 

What does all of this have to do with life at St. Paul?  Simply put, when the weather is bad, it’s 

important for all of us to err on the side of caution.  Although there is still some debate over 

global warming and climate change, there’s no doubt in my mind: it’s happening and it is giving 

us more extreme weather of all types—more snow/sleet/ice combos, more high winds and 

trees down, and more potential power outages lasting more than a day or two (remember our 

closing on Sunday, March 4, 2018 when Fish Hill had no power?).  When bad weather is on the 

horizon, our Council team confers with Pastor Filer and Terry Fouts (our Parish Coordinator), 

and we make a firm decision on St. Paul’s status.  For the most part, when the Pocono 

Mountain School District is closed, so are we.  When it comes to a Sunday worship service, we 

definitely want to err on the side of caution.  Anyone can be the “Monday morning 

quarterback” and comment on a closing they felt was unnecessary, but many of our members 

come from 7-15 miles away.  It simply isn’t worth the risk.   

Of course, once the snow and ice are encrusted on the parking lot and walkways of St. Paul, 

there is still the need to clear it off as safely and economically as possible.  We’re fortunate to 

have Ryan Johnson as our snow plowing contractor.  As I have said at our congregational 

meetings, Ryan works with St. Paul efficiently, fairly, and honestly.  If the parking area needs 

both plowing and salting, he takes care of that.  If we get a snowfall on a Friday and it’s going to 



be 50 degrees on Saturday, he’ll monitor the situation and plow only what is necessary.  Finally, 

our small but dedicated Property Committee does its best to shovel the walkways and 

entranceways to St. Paul.  Just a thought: Our snow shovels and sidewalk salt stand in open 

invitation just to the left of the main entrance to the church.  If you show up first and the 

walkways need clearing (and your doctor has cleared you for work of this type), why not help us 

out?  The next person coming to shovel the snow will thank you for your help. 

In closing, when we are closing or already closed, check your e-mail or the church website for 

information.  If you don’t have internet access, local radio stations carry church closings: WVPO 

840 AM, 1220 AM, 93.5 SBG FM, 99.9 FM, and 107.1 FM.   Better yet, call a friend from St. Paul 

and find out what’s going on.    

Until the next time, Happy Winter! 

Bill Below 

Council President    


