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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  Grounded in faith and growing in grace, we 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed in our local 
community and throughout the world. 

Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or just 
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family??   
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business 
hours (Mon – Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish 
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through 

the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church. 
 
SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a time 
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of 
worship.  We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 
 
Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and 
electronic devices.  Thank you. 
 
 

Our Church Staff 
Pastor: Pastor Rashion Santiago (Beginning December 8, 2021) 
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 

2021 Council Members 
 

Grant Allen 
Bill Below 

Terry Fouts 
Chris Kinsley Sr. 

Nicole Kresge 
Carl Reindl 

Deb Storman 
Beth Werkheiser 
Leanna Wickline 

 
 

We welcome the Rev. Dan Baugess this morning. 
Thank you for leading us in worship! 

 



Worship Service 
First Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, November 28, 2021 
 
 
+Late Seating       
*Please stand, if able. 
Words in bold print denote congregational response. 

 
 
 
 
Prelude 
 
Chimes (Call to Worship) 
 
Announcements 
 
*Confession   

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God for whom we wait, 

in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you.  We fail in believing 
that your good news is for us.  We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find 
our sense of self in material wealth.  We fear those different from ourselves.  We 
forget that we are your children and turn away from your love.  Forgive us, Blessed 
One, and assure us again of your saving grace.  Amen. 
 
*Absolution 
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you!  Through the power of the Holy 

Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven.  You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the 
eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy.  God strengthens you anew to follow the 
way of peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



*+ Opening Hymn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie 
 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity 
of all, let us pray to the Lord, 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 
Lord. 



Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

          Verse 1 only 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

Advent is a time for the human heart to wait, while trusting God’s eternal time. 
How long, O Lord, how long? 
For those waiting for answered prayer: 
Grant your steadfast patience. 



For those waiting in the face of uncertainty: 
Grant unshakeable confidence in your sovereign provision. 
For those waiting for justice and mercy to reign: 
Grant a glimpse of your glory in our wounded world. 
For all of us waiting for God’s kingdom to come: 
Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we act, 
and the grace of Christ as we speak. 
 
This morning we light the first candle which reminds us that throughout history, God’s 
people have spent time waiting, wandering and wondering about the timing of God’s 
eternal plan.  Like the people of old, we long for God’s presence to illuminate the areas of 
life where we are called to wait.  This morning we echo the words of the Psalmist, “Wait 
for the lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!” (Psalm 27:14) 
 
*Prayer of the Day  
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God 
acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, 
Jerusalem’s future name—“The LORD is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now 
working salvation for Israel. 
 

14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a 
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in 
the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is 
the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm:  Psalm 25:1-10 
1To  you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies 
triumph over me. 
3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are 
treacherous. 
4Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.  
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I 
trusted all the day long. 
6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.   



7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to 
your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 
10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness to those who keep your 
covenant and your testimonies.  
 
 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
 

Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with 
gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and 
blessings for the people of this growing church. 
 

9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God 
because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face 
and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And 
may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we 
abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may 
be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Gospel:   
 

(After the lesson is read:) 

The word of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon – Pastor Dan Baugess 
 
 



*Hymn of the Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Pastoral Prayer 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for 
God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 
God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim the 
message of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your face in all 
people and in all of creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the wind and the 
waves, be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture what you have lovingly 
created. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples of the 
earth. Give a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in our community. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to all who await 
births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, healing, and life transitions of 
every kind. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from destructive 
storms. We pray for those whose lives have been upended by natural disasters, for the 
work of Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World Relief, and other relief 
organizations. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints who journeyed 
with us and now abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, make us confident that 
your promises endure forever. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers 
and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 



*The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*Blessing 
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
 
*Closing Hymn               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Choral Benediction                  “Go Now and Pass It On” 
 

 
 

*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 

"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 
 
 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS017969. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 



 
 

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have 
concerns needing God’s help… 

Sharen Ace; Msgt. William F. Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom Altemose; Mark 
Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Wynne Below; Diane Berner; Dillon Berenti; Cptn. 
Matthew Blessing; David Brong; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; Todd Geil; LilliAnna Daniels; 
Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John Drury; Paul Fancher; Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; Barry 
Hartshorn; Charlie Hemple; T. J. Imhof; Tiffany Johnson; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Ed 
Kenderdine and family, at the passing of Mary Ann; Richard Kernan; Robbie Kinsley; 
Nikolaos Kotretsos; Eleanor Kreuger; Dawne Ladeas; Joeann Lance; Esther Laurito; David 
Leith; James Meckes; Tom Miller; Sue Neumann; Steve Oberman; Dr. Kenny Pearson; 
Annabelle Peechatka; Shirley Pensyl; Sandy Richards; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Gloria 
Russell; Jack Russell; Claudette Segear; Vaughn Sensinger; Phyllis Sensinger; Shirley Singer; 
Samuel Smith, Jr.; Kamia Taylor; Greg Theadford; Jim Tomedi; Alice Weaver; Harry Weaver; 
Dan Wickline; Leanna Wickline; Kelly Wickline; Jacob Wilson; John Woodling;  Charles 
Zuccarelli; Fran Zuccarelli; for all who are traveling; for all of those struggling with 
addictions; the members of the Armed Forces of the United States; for the victims of the 
mass shootings, for all those around the world and here at home suffering from the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
 

Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us 
know.  Please leave requests and/or updates in the basket labeled “Prayer 
Requests” located in the church office.  Please renew your request monthly if you or 
your loved one is still in need of our prayers.  Thank you to everyone who prays 
with us for those in need. 
 

Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul Strunk Food 
Pantry!  Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are 
struggling to feed their families.  The pantry is always in need of basic 
food supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this program 
going strong. We provided Thanksgiving baskets, including a turkey 
and all the fixings,  to 28 families this past week!  Thanks to you and 
to Kinsley’s ShopRite for the donation of the turkeys for the baskets. 

 

As you shop for the holidays,  don’t forget to put St. 
Paul Lutheran Church Tannersville as your charity 
before checking out on Amazon. They will send us 1% 
of your purchase. 



Mini Christmas Concert 
Kelly Scheer and friends are performing a mini Christmas Concert next week, Sunday, 
December 5th after the worship service.  You are welcome and encouraged to stay after 
service to enjoy the performance. 
 

Good News! 
Pastor Rashion Santiago, who accepted out Call, will begin her first day of employment on 
December 8th and her first Sunday will be December 12, 2021.   Thank you to those who 
participated in this process. Thank you to the Call Committee for your tireless search for 
candidates and your dedication to the process.  Thank you to members of the 
congregation for your questions and your vote.  Thank you also to Pastor Dan Baugess, 
Pastor Bill Thompson and Council President Bill Below who have led us in worship during 
this Call Process.  Your leadership has been appreciated.  Pastor Baugess and Pastor 
Thompson, we appreciated the differing perspective you both have brought to your 
sermons and we will miss you, but you are not off the hook yet! Pastor Santiago doesn’t 
start until December 12th!  
 

Adult Sunday School 
Adult Sunday School will be meeting today in the parlor.   We will resume the “One Nation 
Under God, Healing the Racial Divide in America” course of study.   

 
The Forgiveness Challenge 
The Forgiveness Challenge by Zack Zehnder will begin after the Adult Sunday School 
class completes their series titled “One Nation Under God- Healing the Racial Divide in Our 
Country”.  We anticipate beginning on December 12th.   In the Forgiveness Challenge, we 
will explore why we may struggle with accepting God’s forgiveness, knowing we fall short 
of how He wants us to live, and how we can change that reality.  Through his forgiveness, 
hope remains.  God’s forgiveness is more than what we perceive it to be and can make a 
difference in our life.  
 
Monroe County Foster Children Assistance  
A toy box and a Christmas tree is set up in the narthex for toys or clothing to be purchased 
for the foster children of Monroe County. Bring a new or gently used toy and place it in the 
toy box. OR take a tag from the Christmas tree and purchase the requested item and place 
it unwrapped on the table.  These gifts must be returned by Sunday, December 12.  Thank 
you everyone for your support this Christmas season. 

 
 

Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A 

 

http://www.stpaultannersvillepa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A


Upcoming Schedule 
 

Today    9:00am        1st Sunday of Advent   Worship 
Pastor Dan Baugess 

 
Sunday, December 5 9:00am 2nd Sunday of Advent Worship & Communion 
           Pastor Bill Thompson 
    10:30am Mini Christmas Concert 
 
Sunday, December 12 9:00am 3rd Sunday of Advent Worship Pastor Rashion 

 Santiago’s first Sunday 
  
Wednesday, December15   4:30 – 6:00pm    Christ’s Café  
 
Sunday, December 19 9:00am 4th Sunday of Advent Worship  
 
Friday, December 24   Christmas Eve   Worship 
 

Christmas Poinsettia 
Order Form 

 
The sanctuary will once again be decorated with beautiful poinsettia plants this Christmas.  

If you would like to donate a plant in memory of or in honor of someone special or just 
simply to the Glory of God, please complete the form below and return it to the office no 

later than Sunday, December 19, 2021.  Each poinsettia will be $4.00 
 
 

Your Name:              
 
Phone#          
 
Number of Plants:        
 
Amount Attached:      

 
In memory of… In honor of…. To the Glory of God Name(s) of those being honored 

    
    
    

 


