
               “Let’s Make a Difference Together” 
 
 

 
 

Fish Hill Road 

PO Box 196 
Tannersville, Pennsylvania 

Telephone:  (570) 629-1992 

Fax:  (570) 629-2038 

Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org 
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Worship Services:  Sunday at 9:00 A.M. 

    Holy Communion: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month & Festivals 
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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 

 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  Grounded in faith and growing in grace, we 

share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed in our local community 

and throughout the world. 

 
Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or just 

looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family??   

Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business hours 

(Mon – Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish Administrator, 

Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through the membership 

process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran Church. 
 

SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a time 

for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of worship.  

We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 

 

Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and electronic 

devices.  Thank you. 

 

 

Our Church Staff 
Pastor: Vacant – in Call Process 

Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 

Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 

2020 Council Members 
 

Grant Allen 

Bill Below 

Terry Fouts 

Chris Kinsley Sr. 

Carl Reindl 

Deb Storman 

Ingrid Unternahrer 

Beth Werkheiser 

 

 

 
Special thanks to Kelly Scheer for her beautiful music ministry in Bob Jones’ 

absence. 
 



 

Worship Service 
Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday, August 16, 2020 
 

 
 

 

+Late Seating       
*Please stand, if able. 
Words in bold print denote congregational response. 
 

 
 
Prelude  
 
Announcements 
 
*Confession   
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness 
endures from generation to generation. 
Amen. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, 

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.  We fail to believe that you 
provide enough for all.  We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.  We fear 
difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.  We sin in thought, word, 
and deed.  By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead 
us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 
*Absolution 
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ 
Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  Let us 
live now in hope.  For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 
 



 
* Opening Hymn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 



*Kyrie 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



*Prayer of the Day  
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us 
as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name 
may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
 

The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save. 
Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, 
nationality, or any other category. 
 

1Thus says the LORD:  Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will 
come, and my deliverance be revealed.  6And the foreigners who join themselves to the 
LORD, to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep 
the sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my covenant— 7these I will bring to my 
holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and 
their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer  
for all peoples.  8Thus says the Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather 
others to them besides those already gathered. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 67 
1May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
2Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations. 
3Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and 
guide all the nations on earth.  
5Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
6The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us. 
7May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  
 

Second Reading:   Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all 
have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 
 

[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not 
rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
  29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once 
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they 
have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now 
receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to 
all. 



The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

*Gospel: Matthew 15: 10-28 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 15th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward 
religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered 
to be a religious outsider approaches him for help. 
 

10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11it is not what 
goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that 
defiles.” 12Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees 
took offense when they heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every plant that my 
heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are blind guides 
of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter 
said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still without 
understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, 
and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, 
and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, 
fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with 
unwashed hands does not defile.” 
  21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at 
all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting 
after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she 



came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take 
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat 
the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great 
is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon – Bill Below 
 
*Hymn of the Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell.*  On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Congregational Prayer 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
Lord, you gather the church to be part of your mission as ambassadors of Jesus Christ. As 
Jesus acknowledged the great faith of a woman from outside his people, help your church 
discover and find blessing in the faith of people we might reject. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You have blessed us with the bounty of the earth. Grant your grace to all your creatures, 
that the earth will flourish. Relieve waters choked by garbage, renew soils stripped of 
nutrients, and refresh the air all creatures need to live. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You call the nations to be glad and sing for joy. Let your way be known among all the 
nations of the world, now divided by competing interests, contending alliances, and 
consumed by enormous worry. Bless us and make your face shine upon all. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for those who do not have 
enough, for outcasts in our villages, cities, and town, and for those who need your healing. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
In you we live and move and have our being. Grant our congregation (name) grace to find 
our life refreshed in you. Accompany us in the rhythms of late summer. Give us rest and 
renewal, and strengthen us for mission in your name. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Your eternal promises are more than we could ever imagine. As you gather all the saints, 
join us also with them on the great day of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
*Blessing 
 Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy 
Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 
 
*Closing Hymn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Choral Benediction            “Go Now and Pass It On” 
 

 
 
 

*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 

"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 
 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS017969. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 



 
 

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have 
concerns needing God’s help… 

 
Ryan Ace, Sr.; Msgt. William F. Allen; Grant Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom 
Altemose; Mark Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Wynne Below; Nancy Besecker; 
Dillon Berenti; Cptn. Matthew Blessing; Vicki Burnett; Jack Callahan; Judi Carman; Elaine 
Cornelus; LilliAnna Daniels; Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John Drury; Ray Fautz, Jr; Ray Fautz 
Morales; Terry Fouts; Chris Gehm; Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; Pete Gerard; Jean Gerstlauer; 
Jim Halka; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; Jack, grandson of Bob Jones; Ian Juica; Mason & Addison 
Kapun; Richard Kernan; Robbie Kinsley; Robert Kinsley; Eleanor Kreuger; Esther Laurito; 
David Leith; James Meckes; Ruth Mitchell; Demetrius Morales-Ross; Ada & Nelson Morales; 
Anita Morales; Marisol Morales; Mattie Morales & family; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Shirley Pensyl; 
Faye Reiner; Terry Reiner; Sandy Richards; Joan Rinker; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Fred 
Rugen; Gloria Russell; Jack Russell; Claudette Segear; Lynn Seip; Vaughn Sensinger; Samuel 
Smith, Jr.; David & Lisa Stirling; Greg Theadford; Jeffery Wert, Jr.; Charles Zuccarelli; Fran 
Zuccarelli; for all who are traveling; for all of those struggling with addictions; the families 
of those killed and wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan; the members of the Armed Forces of 
the United States; for the victims of the mass shootings, for all those around the world and 
here at home suffering from the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us know.  
Please leave requests and/or updates in the basket labeled “Prayer Requests” located in 
the church office.  THIS LIST IS RENEWED FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH.  
PLEASE RENEW YOUR REQUEST MONTHLY IF YOU OR YOUR LOVED ONE IS STILL IN NEED 
OF OUR PRAYERS.  Thank you to everyone who prays with us for those in need. 
 

Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Strunk Food Pantry!  
Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are struggling to feed 
their families.  The pantry is always in need of basic food supplies, and we 
need your continued support to keep this program going strong. Items of 
particular need are:  cereal, canned fruit, canned beans (kidney, pinto), 
canned spaghetti for kids, pasta sauce, peanut butter and canned meats 
like tuna, chicken, beef.  Our Food Pantry remains open, although it is 
functioning as a drive-up service.  This limits the contact to others and protects 
our food pantry staff and our building while still serving the needs of those in 
need. This week we have served 14 families, 39 adults and 28 children.   

 

 



Adult Sunday School 
Following worship, the Adult Sunday School will meet in Spies Hall to maintain 
social distancing. Today the class will continue the study begun last week. This 
section of the three-part series is entitled “Travels with Jacob”.  As we explore 
his departure from his home to escape his brother Esau’s wrath, his time at his 
uncle’s, and his return home, we see the role God played in his life. Similarly, 
we have begun to share our life journeys and consider the role God plays in our 
lives. The members of this study group welcome fellow parishioners who are 
interested in sharing their opinions or just listening to the thoughts of others. 
All are welcome here! 
 
Are you willing to serve?  We have a list of people willing to serve in various 
capacities during “normal” times; however, these are not “normal” times.  Please contact 
the office or let Leanna know if you are willing to serve as communion assistant, lector or 
usher as we begin meeting in-person.   

 
Do you have a favorite Bible verse?  If you have a favorite Bible verse, story, hymn 
or a faith story you are willing to share, please contact the Parish Administrator.  We are 
looking to share our faith on YouTube for our members and members of our surrounding 
community.  It is not a big production, just sharing your story with one person, just ignore 
the camera! 
 

Do you need assistance in completing the Census 2020?  Call the church office 
for information.   

 
St. Paul Rummage Sale will be held October 2 & 3, 2020.   Donations from St Paul 
members and their immediate family will be accepted by appointment.  Please call the 
office to schedule your appointment date and time.  We are taking all available and 
recommended precautions to safe-guard our volunteer/workers, donors and customers 
for this event.  
 
 

August Worship Schedule 
    
   August 16, 2020 9:00 am  Worship Service w/Communion 
              10:15 am Sunday School 
   August 23, 2020  9:00 am Worship Service  
              10:15 am Sunday School 
   August 30, 2020  9:00 am Worship Service  
              10:15 am Sunday School 

 


