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Dear Friends in Christ,  

   The time has come to say good-bye

– always a bittersweet prospect when 

so much of our lives has been invest-

ed in our relationship.  And that rela-

tionship takes on even greater signifi-

cance as we consider some of the 

momentous issues we’ve faced dur-

ing these 2 1/2 years of congregation-

al vitalization.   

   I don’t believe that most of us 

could’ve foreseen the seemingly in-

tractable nature of some areas of 

conflict that prevented us from work-

ing on our goals of mission redevel-

opment right from the start.  With 

prayer and God’s grace, however, 

these impediments were eventually 

surmounted.  We moved forward 

with some projects designed to give 

us the tools to carry out our efforts to 

engage the community around the 

church.  These included the produc-

tion of a pocket-sized card with infor-

mation about St Paul along with an 

invitation to join us for worship, edu-

cation and service; and a community–
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wide Advent Family Night that fea-

tured a Santa Lucia festival with 

crafts, food and vespers.   

   The central focus, I believe of our 

efforts was the forty-day “Red Letter 

Challenge” that engaged the entire 

congregation in an exploration of our 

individual relationship  with God, one 

another inside the church, and the 

world outside our walls. Using small 

groups, personal daily devotions, and 

Sunday sermons, we studied five 

themes on the five key marks of our 

Christian identity (each beginning 

with a letter corresponding to a fin-

ger): Being, Forgiveness, Serving, Giv-

ing, and Going.  People can still re-

member this aid when I ask them to 

recite these traits on a Sunday morn-

ing.  Likewise, we developed a new 

mission statement as a result of our 

prayerful consultation with our coun-

cil and congregation: “Grounded in 

faith and growing in grace, we share 

the Good News of Jesus Christ by 

word and deed in our local communi-

ty and throughout the world.” This 

powerful expression of our congrega-

tional identity also deserves to be 

committed to memory. 

   As I prepare to leave St. Paul, I want 

to acknowledge all the volunteers 

and staff members who have sup-

ported our mission efforts.  I specifi-

cally want to thank Terry Fouts, our 

recently retired parish coordinator, 

for his faithful service and valuable 

advice.  He’s been a great friend and 

colleague.  Likewise, our council and 

congregational president, Bill Below, 

has been a sage counselor and con-

tinuing source of strength and en-

couragement.  His loyalty to his Lord 

and St.  Paul has been unswerving.  

Finally, I give thanks for God’s provi-

dence in securing the services of two 

new staff members to fill important 

functions in our church: Leanna Wick-

line as parish administrator and Bob 

Jones as organist/choir director.  Both 

bring years of experience in their 

fields and a mature Christian commit-

ment to their tasks. 

   I could, of course, go on and on 

with a recitation of the many lay vol-

unteers who make an ongoing impact 

in various ministries of the congrega-

tion. Rest assured that I know who 

you are, as certainly God does, and 

only the need for brevity forces me to 

curtail my listing of your names. I 



Council Corner 

     Two and a half years is just a small seg-

ment of a typical lifetime—much less than a 

common installment plan to purchase a new 

car or the time it takes to earn a college de-

gree.  Parents easily see the difference two 

and a half years can make as a toddler turns 

into a youngster ready to attend school for 

the first time.  And a church, after working 

with a redevelopment pastor like Pastor Carl 

Filer, can see the potential of a bright future 

when it is grounded in caring for others and 

doing the rewarding but challenging work 

that Christians are blessed to do every day. 

Two and a half years—just thirty short 

months—can produce some notable and sig-

nificant results.  Pastor Filer’s presence here 

at St. Paul has caused us to re-examine how 

and why we worship as we do, how we man-

age the physical plant of our church, how we 

interact with the community we are blessed 

to serve, and how we treat others within our 

immediate church family.  During this short 

but event-filled time, we have buried some 

lifelong members of this congregation, 

worked to put to rest some deep-seated con-

flicts, and opened the windows of the church 

to see the community and world beyond our 

walls.  It has been a productive time, and we 

will continue to grow from it. 

Thank you, Pastor Filer, for sharing your years 

of ministry with us in many practical and can-

did ways.  Here, in July 2020, we are better 

prepared to face the future than we were in 

2017 and we can look forward to calling a 

new pastor with enthusiasm and commit-

ment.  We wish you the very best as you 

begin a new ministry assignment in the 

Reading area this summer! 

On a far more mundane note, here are some 

of the concerns and issues facing the Congre-

gational Council as we enter Summer 2020 in 

the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic: 

1. Every ELCA congregation has received an 

abundance of information regarding 

COVID-19 and the steps that must be tak-

en in order to reopen church buildings.  

St. Paul continues to sanitize the sanctu-

ary for Sunday worship, and we have lim-

ited outside activities to minimize the risk 

of infection.  St. Paul worshippers have 

been both good natured and responsible 

about wearing masks. 

2. Pocono Watercolor Association and our 

two AA groups have been in contact to 

discuss possible returns for their 

meetings.  PWA has suspended its 

meetings for the summer until additional 

COVID-19 information becomes available; 

keep the memory of all of you deep in 

my heart. 

Your pastor and friend,  

Carl W. Filer 



the AA groups are discussing a limited return 

with sanitation required following each ses-

sion. 

3. Pastor Dan Baugess will be our supply pastor 

for the first three weeks of July.  He is a semi-

retired Wesleyan pastor who has served 

churches in Monroe County.  Pastor Bill 

Thompson (Jim Thorpe area) will be serving 

in early August.  Our Parish Administrator, 

Leanna Wickline, has been working diligently 

to schedule supply pastors for September 

and early fall. 

4. In late July Affordable Comfort will be replac-

ing the HVAC unit for the office suite of the 

church.  The unit has been ordered, and pay-

ment will be spread out over a three-month 

period. 

5. Chris Kinsley has made arrangements to have 

the cracks in the parking lot sealed at no cost 

to the church.  This work will be completed in 

the near future.  Thanks, Chris! 

6. The spillway located in the catch basin on the 

right side of the parking lot is in need of re-

pair.  Ron Unternahrer is working with Po-

cono Township officials to have an engineer 

develop plans for the repair.  Council dis-

cussed the potential cost of the project and 

which funds account will be used for pay-

ment.  The PPP grant money received in May 

(for personnel and utilities) will help ease the 

financial impact of the project.  Regardless of 

payment methods, the repair must be made. 

7. Leanna has been recording our Sunday ser-

vices using her cell phone, but as video ser-

vices are now becoming a necessity because 

of the pandemic, Council authorized Leanna 

to research the cost of digital recording 

equipment that will be compatible with 

our current level of technology.  Leanna 

will report her findings to the Council in 

July.  

8. Worship attendance for the four Sundays 

since our return to the sanctuary has av-

eraged thirty people.  Council is encour-

aging all worshippers to make their wor-

ship decisions based upon what is best 

for their health situation.  We will contin-

ue to monitor all COVID-19 develop-

ments in Monroe County, Pennsylvania, 

and the nation carefully and critically. 

9. Finally, please don’t forget to forward 

your offering envelopes to St. Paul when 

you are unable to be with us in person.  

The expenses of the church continue 

even during this challenging time of pan-

demic, and our faith in God will carry us 

through to a brighter future.  The church 

address is PO Box 192, Tannersville, PA 

18372. 

Best wishes to you and your family for a 

healthy, memorable and rewarding sum-

mer!  Long before there was cable tv, 

Netflix, organized professional sports, 

amusement parks, shopping malls, and up-

scale restaurants, the beauty of God’s world 

was abundant.  It is still here—in your gar-

den, in the neighboring woods, in our state 

parks, and in the beauty of a summer sun-

set.  Go outside and enjoy the truly greatest 

show on earth (but don’t forget your mask, 

just in case). 
 

For the Council, 

Bill Below 



A Letter from the Parish Administrator 

      As we say thank you and good-bye to 

Pastor Filer for his hard work and dedica-

tion to the revitalization process here at St 

Paul, we continue our return to in-person 

worship services, committee meetings and 

volunteer opportunities, in a safe manner.  

For some, this may mean waiting to return 

to in-person activities.  It is important that 

we continue to support each other, and 

the choices that we each make based on 

our own health and conditions, and contin-

ue to love one another.  If you are still stay-

ing at home, and need assistance getting 

necessary supplies, a friendly voice on the 

phone to remind you that you are im-

portant to us, or a scheduled check-in, 

please contact the church office so we can 

help you.  We will continue to record the 

worship services and post them on the 

website and other social media.  Do you 

need tech help to get your computer set 

up to watch?  Call the office to schedule 

someone to come to help you.  

   If you have returned to in-person worship 

or are planning to do so soon, welcome 

back!!  The building has felt empty without 

you.   We have supply pastors scheduled 

into August as of this writing and will con-

tinue to fill in the schedule as time goes 

on.  We are looking forward to getting the 

various committees active again as we 

move further into the “new normal”  of the 

“green phase”.   

   Are you interested in doing a 10 or 15 mi-

nute reflection on your favorite scripture 

passage or parable?  It would be great to 

video record various members sharing 

their faith in this manner and posting it on 

the website and social media to share our 

faith out in the world.  Call the office to 

volunteer!   

 

Blessings of safety & health!  

Leanna Wickline,  

Parish Administrator 

Heartfelt Thanks 

In honor and recognition of Mattie Mo-

rales, we here at St. Paul say “Thank 

you”  for always being willing to help 

out, to accept leadership for a com-

mittee and run with it!  We will forever 

be grateful for the years of service you 

have given at St. Paul and please know 

you will be missed.  May God be with 

you as you continue to serve Him and 

others in a new location.     

Mattie’s new address is: 

4811 East Pacific View Terrace #207 

Lauderdale Lakes, FL 33309 

 

 



The Chancel Choir and  

Handbell Choir 
Do you like to sing or ring?  

Both the chancel choir and bell choir are interested in expanding their membership when 
they return to practice at the end of August/beginning of September.  Come join the fun and 

make “a joyful noise unto the Lord!” 

If interested, contact Bob Jones. 

The Walter & Mary Alice Strunk Food Pantry 

Thank you for your continued support of 

the food pantry!  We continue to operate 

as a curbside pickup service.   

If you are inclined to donate food prod-

ucts, we are in need of canned soups, 

canned pasta, canned fruit, canned pota-

toes and vegetables, canned tuna and 

meats, boxed potatoes, macaroni and cheese 

and breakfast cereals.   

Your support of this important project is ap-

preciated! 

 

 

 

“Feed my sheep” 

The Sewing Ladies 

The sewing ladies are back!!  Do you sew, knit, or cro-

chet ? Are you looking for some social connection and 

an outlet for your creativity and handicrafts?  Join the 

Sewing Ladies on the first, third and fifth Tuesday of 

each month from 10:00am until 2:00pm.  Pack a lunch!  

Anyone is welcome to join and will be greeted warmly. 

https://www.1001freedownloads.com/free-clipart/choir-boy


 

 

 

 





  Sunday Worship Schedule for July & August 
 

July 5, 2020  Pentecost 5   Rev. Dr. Dan Baugess 
  9:00 am  Worship Service with Communion 

             10:15 am Sunday School 
 

   July 14, 2020  Pentecost 6   Rev. Dr. Dan Baugess 
     9:00 am Worship Service 
             10:15 am Sunday School 
 

   July 19, 2020  Pentecost 7   Rev. Dr. Dan Baugess 
     9:00 am  Worship Service with Communion 
             10:15 am Sunday School 
 

   July 26, 2020  Pentecost 8   Rev.  Bill Thompson 
     9:00 am  Worship 
             10:15 am Sunday School 
 

   August  2, 2020  Pentecost 9  Rev. Bill Thompson 
     9:00 am  Worship Service with Communion 
             10:15 am Sunday School 
 

   August 9, 2020  Pentecost 10  Pastor  t/b/d 
     9:00 am  Worship 
             10:15 am Sunday School 
 

   August 16, 2020  Pentecost 11   Pastor  t/b/d 
     9:00 am  Worship Service with Communion 
             10:15 am Sunday School 
 

   August 23, 2020   Pentecost 12   Pastor  t/b/d 
     9:00 am  Worship 
             10:15 am Sunday School 
 

   August 30, 2020  Pentecost 13   Pastor  t/b/d 
     9:00 am  Worship Service with Communion 
             10:15 am Sunday School 



Grocery Register Tapes 

Please save your Weis and Kinsley’s ShopRite of Brodheadsville register tapes. You can bring 
them to church when we can meet in person again!  The receipts are good for 1 year!  They 
can be placed in the box on the table in the narthex when we can meet again!  Thank you to 
Beth Reindl, who is bundling and totaling the receipts in preparation of submitting them! 

 Do you use Amazon to shop?  If you do, please sign up for the Amazon Smile program.  Set St 
Paul  Lutheran Church Tannersville as your charity of choice and with every eligible purchase, 
AmazonSmile donates 0.5% to St Paul!  There is no difference in the price you pay for your 
products, so there is no cost to you!! 

 Don’t forget to put St. Paul Lutheran Church Tannersville as your charity before checking out 
on Amazon.com.  Amazon will send us 0.5% of your purchase.  This is an easy, no-cost-to-you 
way to contribute to St. Paul Church !  Why not tell your family and friends about this pro-
gram too!  Your purchases add up! 

Office Hours  

Monday—Thursday 9:00am to 1:00pm 

 

 Food Pantry Hours 

Every Tuesday 11:00am to 1:00pm 

Operating as curb-side pickup. 

Don’t Forget 


