
Council Corner 

Happy New Year!  Normally, we would share this greeting with one another on the first Sunday 

of the new year, January 3, but this year is an exception in so many ways.  In mid-December we 

were hammered with a major snowstorm that left 14-18” of snow throughout the Poconos.  No 

sooner did we dig out from that storm than we were besieged by two days of steady rain and 

high winds.  Local news stations are still carrying stories on the results of flooding in 

Northeastern Pennsylvania, and emergency crews have been busy throughout this holiday 

season.  For the most part, we have been spared power outages, and that’s a good thing 

because we are at home more than ever.  COVID-19 has seen to that. 

Have you ever had the experience of enjoying an event so much that you wished it wouldn’t 

end?  Perhaps it was an especially good movie or a concert with one of your favorite bands.  

Perhaps it was an especially joyous Christmas where everything went surprisingly well.  Of 

course, the opposite of that pleasant experience is the problem or nightmare that just won’t go 

away.  In 2020 we all experienced the latter to one degree or another as COVID-19 has 

continued to dominate the news, the economy, and our national political scene.  (Don’t 

worry— we’re not going to go there.) 

Instead, let’s start the new year by focusing on the positive.  Each daily news report also 

includes updates on the development, production, and distribution of vaccines for COVID.  

Although we are off to a slow start in getting the vaccines distributed and administered to 

anxious patients, that will all change in the first quarter of 2021.  Many of our national medical 

experts look toward the third quarter of the year as a time for ready availability of several 

different vaccines which will be administered in our local doctors’ offices and pharmacies.  We 

are slowly turning the corner from despair to hope, but we must be patient, vigilant, and 

supportive of local and national health guidelines until we move toward our new normal. 

In early January we find ourselves in the midst of the twelve days of Christmas.  The Western 

Christian Church celebrates Christmas on December 25, but the Eastern Church celebrates on 

Epiphany, January 6; the two traditions blended together produce the twelve days that 

celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

Epiphany Sunday, which we will celebrate on January 3, focuses on the arrival of the Wise Men 

(the three Kings) to share their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh with the newborn king.  

Much has been written about the symbolic significance of those three gifts, but rather than 

repeat information that we have all heard many times before, let’s focus on the concept of 

gifts.  Each of us, just as we are parts of the body making up the church, has specific gifts to 

share with our fellow Christians.  God has given each of us unique gifts and talents, but 

sometimes it takes a lifetime before we finally figure out our roles in this beautiful puzzle of 

humanity. 



Here at St. Paul, we value the gifts of all of our members and worshippers throughout the year.  

We are currently a smaller congregation than we have been in the past two decades, but we 

have many talented members who share their varied gifts in order to make our church and 

community a better place.  It is difficult to be suspended from our sanctuary because of COVID, 

but it is a blessing to be able to post our worship services to our website for viewing and 

participation.  Although some of our members don’t have or fully utilize computers, almost all 

have access to television.  One cycle through the remote control on a typical Sunday morning 

will reveal an abundance of local and regional worship services of many different 

denominations.  This, too, can be a gift to us if we use it wisely. 

Here are the Council highlights from our December 17 virtual meeting: 

1. Council reviewed the decision to suspend in-house worship during this time of the 

COVID winter surge.  Services will be online through January 10 (a period of one month), 

but Council will continue the suspension if conditions remain unsatisfactory. 

2. Looking toward the spring, Council discussed the possible return of the PEAK 

Homeschool group as well as the Pocono Watercolor Association.  We also discussed a 

possible extension for the God Is Love Christian School and the facilities use of our AA 

and NA groups. 

3. Steps for the repair of our stormwater detention basin are well underway.  We have 

contracted D & D Engineering for the design and implementation of the repair plan, and 

all necessary paperwork has been submitted to Pocono Township.  Following the 

township’s response, we will engage a contractor to complete the repair work 

(dependent on the winter weather). 

4. Council acknowledged our deep appreciation for the continued pastoral supply of Dr. 

Dan Baugess and Pastor Bill Thompson.  Both pastors have agreed to continue serving us 

as they are able in 2021. 

5. Council reviewed St. Paul’s synod benevolence commitment for 2021.  In local 

benevolence Council voted to send a $200 donation to the Pocono Township Volunteer 

Fire Company.  In support of the ELCA Disaster Relief Fund, Council voted to send a 

donation of $100 to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Lake Charles, Louisiana, which was hit 

by two destructive hurricanes this past fall. 

6. Offering envelopes for 2021 will soon be available at the church office.  When they 

arrive, Leanna will send out an email announcing their arrival.  You will be able to pick 

them up during office hours, Monday through Thursday, 9 AM-1 PM.  Offerings can also 

be mailed to the church (P.O. Box 196, Tannersville, PA  18372).  Thank you for your 

continued support during this challenging time!  

 

Bill Below 

Council President 


