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From The Pastor…. 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 Barbara and I just returned from our vacation in “Paradise”.  No, we didn’t die and go to heaven, 

but sometimes it felt that way.  Our trip to the island of Hawaii to visit my brother and sister-in-law, who 

grow exotic fruit and coffee trees, made us feel like modern-day Adams and Eves just reaching up and 

plucking our food from the very vegetation around us.  It made us realize how provident God is in meeting 

all our physical needs, though some on our planet have a tougher time with this than others. 

 When we returned home and I got to travel to Baltimore for a few days of training in 

congregational vitalization, I witnessed how God meets our spiritual needs as well.  Chief among these is 

our need for a personal relationship with Him—that, as St. Augustine says, “Our hearts are restless until 

they find their rest in God.”  He has created us with a God-shaped vacuum that can only be filled as we 

both receive and share His love. 

 The Red Letter Challenge that we’ll be starting on September 8 is designed to do just that—to 

create optimum conditions for us to encounter God—in worship, Scripture, prayer, and small group 

sharing.  That’s why I encourage you to prayerfully consider joining one of our small groups that take the 

daily devotions in the book and allow for a deepening of our faith as we share our joys and sorrows within 

a weekly small group experience.  Faith is all about relationships, and what better way to grow in our faith 

than relating to God, ourselves and, yes, one another? 

 So, choose to accept the full measure of the forty-day Red Letter Challenge.  Buy the book  for 

$15.00 (scholarships available) in the narthex following worship or in the church office at other times; and, 

while you’re about it, sign up for a small group at the same locations.  Groups meet for an hour on 

Sundays during the Sunday school period (10:15-11:15 am) and on Mondays and Wednesdays at 10:00 am 

and 7:00 pm; all will be held in the church parlor.    

       Devotedly in Christ, 

       Pastor Filer 

 

                                                           Church Office Hours                                             

 

                                                     Monday – Thursday 9:00am to 3:00pm  

 

                                                               Food Pantry Hours 

                                                    Every Tuesday 11:00am – 1:00pm 

 

 

 
Council Corner 

 

As I am writing this month’s column, we are in the middle of one of August’s most anticipated sports 

events: the Little League World Series held in South Williamsport, Pennsylvania.  Although the regular 

Little League season ends in May, all-star teams made up of the best players from each local league enter 

tournament play in an effort to reach the “hallowed ground” of the two stadium fields at Williamsport.  To 

get there, teams advance through a series of local, district, regional, and state tournaments.  There are only 

two final divisions—the International Division and the United States Division, each featuring eight teams.  

Simply put, only sixteen Little League teams in the world get to participate in the nationally televised 

tournament each year.  No wonder there is so much excitement among the players, their parents, and even 

the major league players who visit during the tournament. 

As a sports fan and a lifelong baseball fan, I personally enjoy the ten days of the double-elimination 

tournament and watch as many of the games as my schedule will permit.  Several of my friends who are 



not major league baseball fans (the games are too long, the players make too much money) also enjoy the 

Little League World Series.  The games average about two hours, the kids play for the love of the game, 

and nobody (except ESPN and ABC, of course) is there to make money.  Best of all, all of the adults 

serving as umpires, groundskeepers, snack bar cooks and servers, and general helpers are volunteers. 

So what does Little League baseball have to do with St. Paul?  It’s the whole idea of volunteering 

cheerfully with no expectation of being paid.  St. Paul has a very limited paid staff, and our many 

volunteers fully understand that their gifts of time and talent don’t earn them a special place in the 

sanctuary, at Christ’s Café, or in Heaven.  The good people of St. Paul volunteer because they choose to 

make a meaningful contribution to God’s Work with Our Hands. 

I suppose I could try to list the names of our many volunteers, but I know that I would surely forget some 

individuals (or fail to list them because of lack of knowledge).  I do know this: our many volunteers don’t 

serve to be seen; they serve because they feel better when they are working in God’s service, helping to 

advance His church one kind act at a time—one mowed lawn, one served meal, one choir anthem, one set 

of lit candles at a time.  We show our gratitude through our service to others.  As John Wooden, legendary 

UCLA basketball coach believed, “The true test of a man’s character is what he does when no one is 

watching.”   

As for the Little League World Series, by the time you read this article you’ll know who won the 

championship game on Sunday, August 25.  I could only predict the winning team, but I know who the 

true winners of the Series are—the hundreds of volunteers who make the event so special every August.   

 

Bill Below 

Council President 

 

Note from your Parish Coordinator 
September, the door way to Fall and Winter. I hope all of you had a great summer and were 

able to get away for some relaxation. It has been said that Americans do not take time to 

relax and smell the roses, and I believe this to be a true statement. 

School is back in and maybe you are like me and no longer have kids in school, but we can 

still be a part of the activity school brings. We can give to the Just Because program at 

church, attend the football games, soccer games, etc. 

What does the aforementioned have to do with your church office? Well, we are gearing up 

as well, preparing for Rally Day, the Red Letter Challenge, the Congregational Meeting, 

and then right into the Christmas season. A long the way I am sure the good Lord will bless 

us with a few more tasks. 

Yes, the remainder of 2019 promises to be exciting and rewarding as we all strive to do 

God’s work.   

God Bless this Congregation 

Terry 

Parish Coordinator 

A little bit of humor: 

Reverend Martin, settled in his parsonage study, sorts the mail and comes upon an envelope 

from the bank. “Well, the bank returned the last check you wrote.” 

 To which his wife replies, “Oh, good. What shall we buy with it this time?”  

     

      Barbour Publishing, Inc. 

 



 

 

Chancel                              
 

 

 Choir 
 

Join us... PLEASE!! 

  

St. Paul's Chancel Choir will be reconvening for another year of beautiful music and comedy.  
If you've ever thought "Hey.  Maybe I could sing with them?"  Trust me.  You can.  
Rehearsals are on  Tuesday evenings from 7:45 until 8:45 beginning on September 3, 
2019 .  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Bob Jones and he will be happy to 
either provide you with an answer or, at a minimum, make one up. 

 

 

 

                                           Schedules for Sundays in September  

 

September 1
st
 – 12

th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

Greeter- Ron & Ingrid Unternaher   Lector- Dawn Weiss    Communion Assistant-  Donny Sparacino     

Ushers- Donna Warner,  Bruce Orlowski 

 

September 8
th

 – 13
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
Greeter- Margaret & Chris Kinsley Sr.   Lector- Joan Rinker   Ushers- Beth & Carl Reindl 

 

September 15
th

 – 14
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
Greeter- Joy Post   Lector- Jim Werkheiser   Communion Assistant- Mattie Morales, Margaret Wyckoff   

Ushers- Linda Below, Deb Storman 



 

September 22
nd

 – 15
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
Greeter- Barbara & Grant Allen   Lector- Bill Below   Ushers- Charles Hempel, Bruce Orlowski  

 

September 29
th

 – 16
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
Greeter- Beth Werkheiser  Lector- Dawn Bartron  Ushers- Donny Sparacino, Charles Hempel 

 

 

 

St Paul’s Committees 

Below is the list or our committees at St. Paul.  Each committee’s chair person and their 

contact information is included.  Our committees work hard all year to keep our church 

running smoothly, to provide services to our community, and to hold events that are fun!  

Thank you to all who are serving on our committees and to those additional volunteers who 

step in to lend a hand!!! 
 

Christian Ed:  Dawn Weiss 

dweiss@pmsd.org 

 

Property/Safety:  Ron Unternahrer 

iunternahrer@yahoo.com 

Personnel:  Bill Below 

anbill@ptd.net 

 

United Ministries:  Mattie Morales 

Tata01222@aol.com 

 

Altar Guild:  Judy Michael 

Jdmichael72@gmail.com 

Christ's Cafe of St. Paul:  Dawne Ladeas 

Dawnel@ptd.net 

 

 

Worship and Music: Terry Fouts 

parishcoordinator@stpaultannersvillepa.org 

Welcome to the new Music Director: Mr.  Robert C. Jones  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Jdmichael72@gmail.com


                                  Don’t Forget  
 

 Don’t forget to put St. Paul Lutheran Church Tannersville as your charity before 
checking out on Amazon. They will send us 1% of your purchase. 

    
 
 

                            Grocery Register Tapes 
Please bring Weis and Shoprite register tapes to church each week. They can be placed in the 
box on the table in the Narthex. However, we can only use Kinsley’s Shoprite of Brodheadsville 
and they cannot be used after one year old. Weis tapes can be used after one year. 

 

 

 

 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL  

September—May 

  Children Pre-K through 6th grade begin Sunday School in music and prayer.  Parents are 

encouraged to join in the opening.  Then each age group is greeted by their Sunday School 

teacher and lead to class.    

 



 

 

 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

 

The Red Letter Challenge – Comments from the author: 

“People who are new to the faith have often asked me, ‘How do I follow Jesus? What am I supposed to 

do?’ Even people who have believed and followed Jesus for much of their life struggle to answer that 

question. As I explored Christ’s words, I found that He asked his followers to do many things, but He 

spent a good portion of His time focused on five main principles. 

1. Being    2)  Forgiving   3)  Serving   4)  Giving   5)  Going 

By Putting God’s words into practice, you will find the life God has made for you!...Through the 

entire Challenge, you will celebrate and enjoy the life God has given you!...I hope the practice of 

implementing Jesus’ words in your life will become a daily occurrence for you. Habit formation isn’t an 

overnight process. It takes a while. But you have to start somewhere, so let’s start with His words and 

embark together on the Red Letter Challenge!” 

Join fellow believers in discussing the challenges and opportunities in our everyday lives. Buy the book 

and join a group. Prayerfully consider your participation in this “challenge.” Use this time to strengthen 

your relationship with Christ.  The cost of the book is $15.00*. Sign-up sheets for the book and small 

groups (six weeks) are in the Narthex. 

*Scholarships are available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget our Strunk Food Pantry.  There is a demand for food all year round, not just during the holidays.   

Right now our pantry could use:  canned or boxed potatoes, dry cereal, canned veggies (no green beans please), peanut 

butter, jelly, spaghetti sauce, pasta (dry boxed or canned), soups, canned and/or powdered milk, canned fruit, sugar, 

canned meats (tuna, chicken, spam etc.), crackers, mayonnaise, juice, jelly, kids snacks, baby food, diapers, formula, 

toilet tissue, toiletries, shampoo and soap. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stewardship of our intelligence and gifts 

 

Give instruction to the wise, and they will become wiser still; 

teach the righteous and they will gain in learning.- Proverbs 9:9 

 

This month millions of children, youth and adults are back in the classroom for another year of education. 

At K-12 schools, trade academies, colleges and universities they’re training their brains for higher 

thinking, deepening their knowledge and learning new skills. 

 

These students are not merely drawing on their God-given intelligence and potential, they’re actually 

developing them. What great stewardship of life gifts! 

 

What about the rest of us, we who have ended our formal education? The sad truth is that many of us stop 

actively learning new things. It’s unfortunate, too, because the amazing brains and bodies God has given 

us have virtually unlimited capacity for learning, growing and developing. 

 

No, we all can’t be a Stephen Hawking, Meryl Streep or Michael Jordan, but we can always sharpen our 

brainpower, express ourselves in the arts develop our motor skills. In the process, we enrich and expand 

our lives, and that can lead to greater fulfillment, confidence and opportunity to grow into the fullness that 

God designs for us. Here are some ideas: 

 

Read. Whether it’s biographies, who-done-it’s, sci-fi, poetry, literature, history, reading not only teaches 

us things, but it also exercises our brainpower. Start with a commitment to read a book (or two) a month. 

 

Take a class. Many community centers, churches, libraries and senior citizen centers offer enrichment 

classes on a variety of topics. Learn photography, or conversational Spanish, or quilting. Go deeper: Your 

local community college may let you “audit” a class for an affordable fee. 

 

Listen or watch. Delve into subjects that interest you by listening to podcasts or watching YouTube 

videos. Some colleges offer entire lecture series free via podcast or video. 

 

Attend a lecture. Authors, poets, politicians, scientist and entertainers often give public talks at colleges, 

town halls and other venues. 

 

Write a poem. Or paint a picture, or take a photograph, or pick up a musical instrument. The arts provide 

a wonderful outlet for our creative selves. 

 

As we watch our children, youth and adults go back to school, let’s join them in a commitment to 

developing the intelligence, skills and abilities that God has given us. It’s good stewardship  of our lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Just Because” Starts Second Year 

 
Following a very successful first year, our “Just Because” outreach effort continues with needed items for 

the kindergarten teachers at Swiftwater Elementary Center. With your help, we will begin again this 

September with collections of folders for the students as they begin the new school year. A receptacle will 

be placed at the door to the sanctuary. Then, each month we will collect a different item for the eleven 

sections of kindergarten classes. Please be generous as we seek to demonstrate our care and support of 

young families in our community. 

 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 Things to look forward to in September 

       

September 1
st
 Just because will be collecting Pocket Folders for the month         

 September 2
nd

 Labor Day 

September 3
rd

 First Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:45pm  

September 8
th

 Rally Day 

September 8
th

 Red Letter Challenge  

September 15
th

 Congregational Meeting Right after Service  

September 18
th

 Community Dinner- Baked Ziti 

September 21
st
 First Day of Autumn    

 

                                                   

 

Things to look forward to in October 

 

October 1
st
 Just because will be collecting Hand Sanitizer for the month 

October 14
th

  Colombus Day 

October 16
th

 Community Dinner- Sloppy Joes 

October 31
st
 Halloween  

 

 



 

Things to look forward to in November 

 

November 1
st
 Just because will be collecting Gold Fish for the month 

November 1
st
 & 2

nd
 Rummage Sale 

November 3
rd

 All Saints Sunday 

November 3
rd

 Day Light Saving Ends 

November 5
th

 Electons 

November 10
th

 Congregational Meeting 

November 11
th

 Vetrens Day 

November 20
th

 Comminuity Dinner  

November 28
th

 Thanksgiving  

  
             

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
                                    

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                               September 2
nd

 is Labor Day.  Don’t forget to give thanks to 

God for the good work he has blessed us with.  This work provides for you and your families. 

 

 

 

Prosper Where You Are Planted Month – Take care of what 
God has already given you.  Nothing is more satisfying then the work you put 
in to your own “garden”.  Our world is a reflection of ourselves. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Back to School – Let’s all take a minute to say a prayer for the students returning to 

school.  May God guide them on their journeys 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                   



LIGHTEN UP… 

                           FOR FUN AND THOUGHT 
 

      
 

 

 

            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



September 2019 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
9am Worship 

Contemporary 

 

 

10am Sewing 

7pm Christian Ed 

7pm AA 

7pm 12 Step 

Program 

7:45pm Chancel 

Choir  

 

9am 

Watercolor 

6pm Girl 

Scouts 

 

 

8:30am 

Home School 

7pm AA  

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

9am Worship 

Traditional 

10:15 Rally 

Day  

7pm 

Worship & 

Music  

 

7pm Property 

7pm AA 

7pm 12 Step 

Program 

7:45 Chancel 

Choir 

 

9am 

Watercolor 

6pm Girl 

Scouts 

 

8:30 Home 

School  

7pm Finance 

 

7pm AA 

 

15 

 

16 17 18 19 20 21 
9am Worship 

Traditional 

 
 

10am Sewing 

7pm AA 

7pm 12 Step 

Program 

7:45 Chancel 

Choir 

9am 

Watercolor 

4:30pm 

Community 

Dinner 

6pm Girl 

Scouts 

8:30am 

Home School  

12pm Seniors 

7pm Council 

7pm AA  

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
 9 
9am Worship 

Traditional 

 7pm AA 

7pm 12 Step 

Program 

7:45pm Chancel 

Choir 

 

9am 

Watercolor 

6pm Girl 

Scouts 

8:30am 

Home School 

7pm AA  

 

29 30      
9am Worship 

Traditional 

 

  

    
 

 



 


