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PO Box 196 
Tannersville, Pennsylvania 

Telephone:  (570) 629-1992 

Fax:  (570) 629-2038 

Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org 

Parish Administrator’s Email: parishadmin@stpaultannersvillepa.org 
 

Worship Services:  Sunday at 9:00 A.M. 

    Holy Communion: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month & Festivals 
 

Christian Education: Sunday’s at 10:15 A.M. 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  Grounded in faith and growing in grace, we 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed in our local 
community and throughout the world. 

 
Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or just 
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family??   
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business 
hours (Mon – Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish 
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through 

the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church. 
 
SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a time 
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of 
worship.  We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 
 
Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and 
electronic devices.  Thank you. 
 
  

Our Church Staff 
Pastor: vacant – in the call process 
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 

2020 Council Members 
 

Grant Allen 
Bill Below 

Terry Fouts 
Chris Kinsley Sr. 

Carl Reindl 
Deb Storman 

Ingrid Unternahrer 
Beth Werkheiser 

 
 
 



Worship Service 
Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday, October 18, 2020 
 

 

 

 

+Late Seating       
*Please stand, if able. 
Words in bold print denote congregational response. 
 
 
 

Prelude  
 
Announcements 
 
*Prayer of Preparation 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 
creation. 
Amen. 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, 
have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.  We pass judgment on one 
another before examining ourselves.  We place our own needs before those of our 
neighbors.  We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.  Make us humble, cast away 
our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 
*Absolution 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God proclaims:  

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.  Led by the Holy Spirit, live in 
freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



*Opening Hymn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
*Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 



*Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Hymn of Praise 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; 
created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



First Reading Isaiah 45:1-7 
The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the LORD has anointed to end Israel’s exile. 
The LORD makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this LORD as the only God. Persia had a 
god of light and a god of darkness; the LORD claims sovereignty over both light and darkness. 
1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue 
nations before him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him— and the gates 
shall not be closed: 2I will go before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the 
doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 3I will give you the treasures of darkness 
and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the LORD,   the God of 
Israel, who call you by your name.  4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I 
call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me.  5I am the LORD, and there 
is no other; besides me there is no god.  I arm you, though you do not  know me, 6so that they 
may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am 
the LORD, and there is no other.  7I form light and create  darkness, I make weal and create 
woe; I the LORD do all these things. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm:  Psalm 96:1-13 
1Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
3Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than all gods.  
5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and splendor are in your 
sanctuary. 
7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; bring offerings and enter the courts 
of the LORD.  
9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! The one who made the world so firm 
that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity.” 
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let 
the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD, for you come 
to judge the earth. 
13You will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with your truth.  
 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and reassurances to 
new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them 
a model for other new Christian communities. 
 

1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  
  Grace to you and peace.   2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in 



our prayers, constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and 
labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and 
sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to 
you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as 
you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia 
and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia 
and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need 
to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we 
had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10and to 
wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the 
wrath that is coming. 
 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Gospel:  Matthew 22:15-22 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 22 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they ask if 
God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 
 

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, 
and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do 
not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to 
the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the 
test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 
20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The 
emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the 



emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; 
and they left him and went away. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon – Bill Below 
 

*Hymn of the Day 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell.*  On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Prayer of the Congregation 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 
Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share your good news. Send your Holy 
Spirit among preachers, missionaries, and evangelists. We give thanks for the witness of your 
servant Luke, the evangelist, whom the church commemorates today. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From the rising of the sun 
to its setting, may the whole universe show forth your goodness. Raise up devoted stewards 
of all that you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of all, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Restore divided nations and 
communities with reconciling truth. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, or doubt 
(especially). Join their voices in a new song, assuring them that you call them each by name. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of truth, you show no partiality. May your spirit guide the work of justices, magistrates, 
court officials, and all vocations of the law, that your promise of restoration may be known. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who have died in you 
(especially). We give thanks for their witness, confident of your rescuing welcome for all. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 



temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
*Blessing  

Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth 
and life. 
Amen. 
 
*Closing Hymn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



*Choral Benediction

 
 
 

"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 
 
 

*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS017969. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

 
 
 



 
Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who 

have concerns needing God’s help… 
Ryan Ace, Sr.; Msgt. William F. Allen; Grant Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom 
Altemose; Marian Anllo; Mark Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Dawn Bartron; 
Wynne Below; Nancy Besecker; Dillon Berenti; Cptn. Matthew Blessing; Vicki Burnett; Jack 
Callahan; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; LilliAnna Daniels; Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John 
Drury; Chris Gehm; Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; Pete Gerard; Jean Gerstlauer; Barbara 
Grosch; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Mason & Addison Kapun; Richard Kernan; Robbie 
Kinsley; Robert Kinsley; Eleanor Kreuger; Esther Laurito; David Leith; Helmut Luehrs; 
James Meckes; Ruth Mitchell; Mattie Morales & family; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle 
Peechatka; Shirley Pensyl; Faye Reiner; Carl Reindl; Sandy Richards; Joan Rinker; Anna 
Rivera; Jean Ross; Gloria Russell; Jack Russell; Pastor Santiago; Claudette Segear; Lynn Seip; 
Samuel Smith, Jr.; David & Lisa Stirling; Greg Theadford; Kelly Wickline; Charles Zuccarelli; 
Fran Zuccarelli; for all who are traveling; for all of those struggling with addictions; the 
families of those killed and wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan; the members of the Armed 
Forces of the United States; for the victims of the mass shootings, for all those around the 
world and here at home suffering from the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us 
know.  Please leave requests and/or updates in the basket labeled “Prayer 
Requests” located in the church office.  THIS LIST IS RENEWED FOR THE FIRST 
SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH.  PLEASE RENEW YOUR REQUEST MONTHLY IF YOU OR 
YOUR LOVED ONE IS STILL IN NEED OF OUR PRAYERS.  Thank you to everyone who 
prays with us for those in need. 
 

“My Brother’s Keeper” 
The sleeping bag project will be done today during Sunday School in Spies Hall.  Please 
bring a pair of scissors if you would like to help. 
 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
The Annual meeting of the Congregation is scheduled according to the Constitution for 
Sunday, November 8.  If you are a Committee Chairperson, please submit your reports to 
the office for inclusion in the Annual Report.   



Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Food Pantry!  Your commitment 
to help is a true blessing to those who are struggling to feed their families.  The pantry is 
always in need of basic food supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this 
program going strong.  All donations are very much appreciated and welcome.  The food 
pantry served 6 families, 17 adults and 6 children this week. So far this year, we have 
served 882 families, 1,195 people. 
 

Adult Sunday School 
Following worship, the Adult Sunday School will meet in the Sanctuary (today only) to 
maintain social distancing. Today the class will complete the second section of “all anew 
READY OR NOT” which is entitled “Stand with the Least of These.” We will be reminded of 
Micah’s words to the society of his day and discuss the responsibility of Christians in 
working toward improving the problems of poverty and injustice. “In this section of the 
study, Scripture holds up a mirror, helping us think about things a little differently and 
empowering us to question what we see in ourselves, our congregations and our world.” 
Fellow parishioners who are interested in sharing their opinions or just listening to the 
thoughts of others are welcome to attend. 
 
 

  



Worship Schedule 
 

October 25, 2020  Reformation Sunday 
      9:00 am Worship with Communion  
      Led by Rev. William Thompson 
    10:15 am Sunday School 
 
November 1, 2020 All Saints Sunday 
     9:00 am Worship with Communion 
      Led by Rev. William Thompson 
    10:15 am Sunday School 

 
November 8, 2020  9:00am Worship 
      Led by The Rev. Dr. Dan Baugess 
    10:30 am Annual Congregational Meeting 
 
November 15, 2020  9:00am Worship 
      Led by Rev. William Thompson 
    10:15am Sunday School 
 
November 22, 2020 Christ the King Sunday 
     9:00am Worship 
    10:15am Sunday School 
 
November 29, 2020 First Sunday of Advent 
     9:00am Worship 
    10:15am Sunday School 
 

   


